7 N= —— 


and I 
e.- 


of 


— 
. 1 * 
g Burning : 
52 F 
— — 
ty 
"HEY 
Do” w 
* 
* 


1 


amto Death 
thee 'a Crown 


Oo can dwell with ever 


2 


. 
a» 
* 
. 

\ 


n 
Ar 


3 


7 N= —— 


and I 
e.- 


of 


— 
. 1 * 
g Burning : 
52 F 
— — 
ty 
"HEY 
Do” w 
* 
* 


1 


amto Death 
thee 'a Crown 


Oo can dwell with ever 


2 


. 
a» 
* 
. 

\ 


n 
Ar 


3 


Great Im mportance_ 


OF A A 


CONSIDERED: 


KEE 


70 which are e added, 


TOY" Morning and e 
PNA R NS. 


Religious LIFE 


— OE * 


The SIX TEENTEH ETON, Corrected. 


10 v D O. 
28 for B. BARKER, near the King s Sele, 
|  Wefminſter. 


C. H1Tc# and L. Hawzss, J. Hopcts, W. and D. 
BAKER, B. Dov, J. RIVI NG ToR, M. and T. Lo x G- 


8 and P. Davey 8 Na $750" 23 
nn PE , : 1 CSE". 2 — 
27 Us EE 


And fold by W. Bre and J. Rien Au eon, R. Was X 


ST,» 
ww . . 1 


eee HE Deſign of the following 
e Treatiſe, is to awaken in the 
Minds of unthinking Men, a 
S D ſerious Senſe of Religion, and 
a true Os for the Intereſt of their im- 
mortal Souls : A Deſign, at all Times ſea- 
enable and neceſſary But more eſpecially 
at this Time, when we ſee ſuch Numbers 
F Perſons carried away with the Love of 
Pleaſure, and ſuch Arts invented, and Me- 
thods uſed, to gratify their "_ and - 
cious Taſte. 

Whoever reflects, wh a due n 
upon the Exceſſes and Debaucheries, which. 
have over-ſpread this Nation, and has any 
Regard for the Honour of God, and the In- 
tereſt of that Holy Religion, -which Chriſt 
Jeſus came down from Heaven to eftablifh 
upon the Earth, me eaſily be perſuaded to 

think, 


© PREFACE. 


aha, that all Endeavour ofible 1 85, h 
be eu, "to flem the Torrent of Wicked 
that is Brote in upon us, and to prevent tit 
miſchievous Effetis of thoſe public Diver. 
ſions, which the Generality of People an 
-grewn ſo fond of; I mean the Maſquerade 
an Plays, thoſe Seminarits of Vice ani 


Irreligion, where every Thing is contrivelf 


uo inflame the Paſions, and corrupt ili 


tender Minds of young Perſons, and which, 
Ian perſuaded, haue greatly. contributed ti 
\ that general Negleft' of God. 8 Refigion 


which is ſo-vifiele amongſt us. 
Whether am Thing that is. hank offered, 


| Sill be effefiual to drazw Men off from tht 
Love of thoſe deceitful Vanities, I cannot 


ay: but faire Tam, (if the Scripture is to 


be the Rule of our Pratiice, as. moſt un- 
denbiedly it is) it muſt be the Duty of every 
one, not only to take care that he gives no 
Encouragement ly his Example, to  theſ: 


 licentious and inſuaring Entertainments, (to 
_ which I doubt not but many owe, their fatal 
Miſcarriages) but te do what in him lies, 


to diſſuade others, eſpecially thoſe. under his 


Care, from reſorting to Places of Jo much 
Danger and Infection. 


2 8 


courage any one from attempting it. 


Fre 
It muſt be confeſſed, it is no eaſy Matter 
to prevail on thoſe who are carried away 
by the falſe Maxims and Practices of a cor- 
rupt and debauched World, to abandon their 
fenſual Gratifications, for the more refined 
Pleaſures of Virtue and Religion : However, 
the Difficulty of the Work fhould not diſ- 
I have 
therefore endeavoured, according to my Abi- 
lity, to lay before the Reader the Advan- 
tages attending a good Life; in Hopes, 
that whoever ferioufly conſiders \ what is 
here ſaid,” wwill be convinced, that there is 
n Pleaſure to be compared with that of 
a good Conſcience, and that Religion really 
is, what it was deſigned by the great 
Aut bor of it to be, the only ſolid Foun-: 
dation of our preſent, as well. as * 
Happineſs. 
Jam ſenſible, that what is | Sig offered, 
bas been with much greater Advantage in- 
culcated in many of thoſe excellent Dis 


q courſes, which are already extant : yet when 
| 1 conſider how much Good has been done 


by theſe ſmall Traffs, which have been 
printed and diſperſed of late Years, 1 am 


n to * this little 7 reatiſe may 
| be 
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be of ſome Service; at leaſt, to check that 


prodigious Thirſt after ſenſual Pleaſures, 
which ſeems to be the Diſeaſe of the. pre- 
fent Age, and which muſt undoubtedly de- 
Aroy the Love of God, wherever it prevails. 

1 have added ſome. Prayers at the End 


of this Book, not with an Intention to pre- 


ſeribe to any one, but to aſſiſt thoſe that are 
not furniſhed with better Helps; as well 


knowing bow important a Duty Prayer | 


is, and how bighly neceſſary it is for every 
good Chriſtian to be frequent in his Ad- 
dreſſes to the Throne of Grace, if ever he 


experts the Favour of God, and hopes to 


find Grace to help in Time of Need. 


May God of bis great Goodneſs give a 


Bleſſing to theſe weak Endeavours, and make 


them inſtrumental to His Glory, and 4% 


Good of Souls 
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e 2599) HAT muſt I do to be faved? 
* was a Queſtion, which the 
„ trembling and aſtoniſhed Fay- 
jr put to Paul and Silas, 
when he ſaw the Priſon-Doors opened in 
a miraculous manner : a Queſtion of the 
utmoſt Moment and Importance, and 
which it nearly concerns us all to be well 
reſolved in. . For, if there is a Life after 
this, and we An not die like the Beaſts that 
perifþ ; if Death does not put a final Period 
to our Beings; but when this ſhort Life 
Is s ended, we enter upon the Regions of 
Eter- 


Pe Great Importance 


Etergity, and ſhall be for ever happy, or 
miſerable, according as we demean our- 
elves in this mort time of Trial and Pro- 
bation: If this is the State and Condition 
of Mankind, (as the Voice of Reaſon, the 
Dictates of Conſcience, and the Holy 
Scriptures, do loudly proclaim it to be) 
how does it behove every one of us to 
inquire, what we muſt do to attain ever- 
laſting Lite ; and to conſider, whether we 
are in the Way that leads to Heaven and 
Happineſs? or if we have been ſo unhap- 
Py as to wander out of it, how we may 
recover ourſelves, and return to it again? 
This is an Inquiry that deſerves our 
utmoſt Diligence and Attention. For if foo 
we are ignorant of the Will of God, or, ſuit 
knowing it, will not follow or be led by N W. 
that unerring Light, but ſuffer, ourſelves the 
to be hurried away by our unruly Paſſions MW Sh 
in the Purſuit of the things of this Life; WM per 
we are wretched and miſerable, blind and bo 


naked, notwithſtanding all our Attain- nit 
ments; and we ſhall- one Day be convin- en 
ced to our Sorrow, that there is no Folly G6 


like that of preferring Things temporal bu 
to eternal, Whatever the Children 471 is of 


- 


of a REL1G10US LI E. 


World may think, and how much ſoever 
they may applaud their own' Wiſdom. in 
contriving Schemes to be Rich and 


Great; yet if their chief Care and Con- 


cern is taken up about theſe Things, it 


is certain, they will be found Fools, when 


weighed in the Balance of true Wil⸗ 


; dom. 


He that is truly wiſe, will conſider that 


| he has a Soul, as well as a Body, to take 


care of ; a ſpiritual and immortal Subſtance 
which can never die; but when looſed 


| from that Priſon, in which it is now con- 
fined, muſt live for ever, either in Hap- 


pineſs or Miſery. Shall we then be ſo 


| fooliſh, as to confine our ambitious Pur- 


ſuits, within the narrow Limits of this 


World, without conſidering what will be 
the Condition of our Souls hereafter? 


Shall we labour and toil for the Meat that 
periſheth , and be cold and indifferent a- 
bout the momentous Concerns of Eter- 


nity ? Shall we ſpare no Pains in order to 


enlarge our temporal Eſtates, and to lay up 
Goods for many Years ; when we know. not, 
but this Night our Souls may be required 


| of us? and if we have made no Proviſion 


"nn for 


11 5 Pe Great Importance | 
for their everlaſting Welfare, what wil 


it avail | us, that we have been Rich and 
Great in this World ? 


and all the Glory and Splendor of it will, 
in a littletime, have an End. How great 


the Condition of that Man be, who inſtead 
of ſeeking the Kingdom of God and bis Righ- 
Feouſneſs in the firſt place, has conſumed his 
Days in ſeeking after the Honours and 
Riches of this World, and has tired him- 
ſelf out in the Purſuit of thoſe Things, 
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Mat. xvi. God? Wretched Stupidity! What ſhall it 
26. profit a Man, if he ſhall gain the whole 
Morld, and loſe his own Soul? Time bears 


A D - \ i | = = = 


N ee AO er * 
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no Proportion to Eternity. The moſt Nj 
nn exalted Pleaſures of this Life, which at 
1 | beſt are but of a ſhort Continuance, can 
4 never compenſate for the Loſs of that 
| Happineſs, which God has prepared for 
| them that love him. How miſerably then 
1 will that Man be deceived, who places 
= all his Hopes and Happineſs in the po 
wr and empty Satisfactions of a ſenſual Life! 
18 who looks no farther than the preſent 
wt So ; Time, 


The Faſhion of this NM. orld paſſth away, | 


then is the Folly, and how deplorable will 


which are of no Value in the Sight off 


will 
and 


Way, 


will, 
Yreat 
will 
ſtead 
h- 
d his 
and 
im- 
ngs, 
t of 
all it 
»hole 
ears 
moſt 
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| Time, and lives as if he cared not what 


became of him hereafter, ſo he may but 
enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon. 

But ſome, perhaps, may aſk, Where is 
the Man ſo abandoned to Folly and Mad- 


8 neſs, as to be content for the Sake of a 


Thort-lived Happineſs, to be miſerable for 
ever after ? I wiſh indeed there were none 
ſuch : But alas ! there are too many, that 

make this ſad Choice. Not that any one 
chooſes Evil for the ſake of Evil, or pre- 


| fers Miſery before Happineſs, (for a De- 
| fire of Happineſs is inſeparable from our 
Nature) but in the Scripture- Account of 


Things, he is ſaid to chooſe Deſtruction, 
who walks in the broad Way that leads 


before us Life and Death, Blaſing and 9. 


| Curſing ; Rewards on the one Hand, to 


encourage our Obedience; and Puniſh- 
ments on the other, to deter us from Sin. 
And as he, that obeys the Commandments 


of God, chooſes Life, ſo he, that tranſgreſ- 


ſes them, chooſes Death; that Death 
which God has threatened to the Sinner, 
even Death eternal. For be Wages of Sin 


0 Death, and he that chooſes the one (let 
= B „ His 


For God has been pleaſed 7 ſet Deut. _ l 
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his Pretenſions be what they will) muſt 5 
be ſaid to chooſe the other; becauſe he 7 
l knows (at leaſt it is his own Fault, if be WM 1 
Rom. ii. does not) that God will render to every Man 7 
| 6, 7» 5» according to his Deeds: to them, who y pl 


patient continuance in well doing, ſeck for fo 
Glory, and Honour, and Immortality, eter- 
nal Life; but unto them that are conten- 
tious, and do not obey the Truth, but obey Is 
_ Unrighteouſneſs, Indignation and Wrath, 
Tribulation and Anguiſh upon "ory Soul of _ 
Man that doth Evil, _ 85 
See then, what a wretched piece of 
Folly the Sinner is guilty of (how wiſ MW G1 
ſoever he may think himſelf, and how „, 
much ſoever he may deſpiſe the ſober M ;z, 
Part of Mankind) when he firſt enters 19 
upon a Life of Wickedneſs : for he i:M 
then evidencing to all the World, that 
Life and Death being ſet before him, he rat 
has determined his Choice to the latter. M 
A Choice ſo abſurd and unaccountable, that W in; 
did not Experience convince us it is often PD. 
made, we could hardly think it poſſible WM un 
for a rational Creature to be fo blind. 0 ri 
Bleſſed God ! haſt thou ſet before us Happi- ga 
neſs and Miſery, Foys unſpeakable and ful | 


of 


| of a RELIGIOUS LIFE. 


of Glory on the one Hand, and Torments 
endleſs and intolerable on the other] baſt 
thou given us the Light of Reaſon to guide 


us, and ſuperadded that - of thy Holy Spirit 


to illuminate and inſtruct us; haſt thou im- 
planted in our Natures a Dread and Aver- 


: fron to Pain and Miſery, and an inſatiable 
and never ceaſing Thirſt after Happineſs ; 
and is it poſſible for us, after all this, to 


be jo blind and ſenſeleſs, ſuch Enemies to our 


| own Souls, and ſo regardleſs of their eter- 


nal Welfare, as to prefer the dark Ways of 
Sin and Miſery before thoſe Bleſſed Paths 
that lead to the -bright Regions of Bliſs and 
Glory !— Alas ! ſuch wretched Fools are too 
many among us, who, notwithſtanding all 


that thou haſt done for us, will not hearken, 


nor.be adviſed, but run headlong into the 


Ways of Sin and Deſtruftion. _ : 


This is indeed a melancholy Conſide- 
ration: and what ſhall we ſay to awaken 


| Men out of this fatal Lethargy, and to 
inſpire them with a juſt Senſe of their 


Danger? but entreat them to conſider, that 

unleſs they repent, they will certainly pe- 

riſh. For the Wrath of God is revealed a- 

gainſt all * and Unrighteouſueſs of 
| 3 Mien: 


; | 


4 30, Jl. 


Rev. vi. 
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1 Adds xvii. Men. ac though God winked at the Times | 


of Ignorance; yet now he commandeth all 


Men every where to repent ;,, becauſe he hath 


appointed a Day, in which he will judge the 
Morld in Righteouſneſs, by that Man whom 


He hath ordained; whereof he hath given A, 


ſurauce unto all Men, in that he hath raiſed 
him from the Dead. A Day when the 
Sinners will in vain call to the Mountains 
and Rocks to fall on them, and to hide them 
from the Face of him that fitteth on the 
Throne, and from the Wrath of the Lamb.— 


And when the great Day of his Wrath is 


come, who ſhall then be able to fland ?— 


Who indeed ſhall be able to ſtand before | 
the Face of an incenſed God, and hear 


that dreadful Sentence pronounced againſt 
him, Depart from me, ye cui ſed, into ever- 


N laſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and 


his Angels — Ahl who can bear an Eter- 


ii, nity of Horror and Deſpair? Vo can dwell i 
Voith implacable Fiends in everlaſting Burn- 


ings f 

Theſe are Things of infinite Sent 
and Concern, and are ſufficient to ſhew 
us. the great Neceſſity of denying Ungod- 
hu and * and living rig bie- 


ouſly, 


of a RRELIGTOUSs LIFE. 
zaſly, ſoberly and godly; in this preſent World. 


But becauſe the weightieſt Truths are too 


apt to be lightly paſſed over, I ſhall en- 


arge a little upon the great Importance of 


a religious Life, by CY to ſhew 
theſe rec e . 


q That chere is no ſolid kappen to 


be attained in this Life, but in the Frac- | 


tice of Religion : 


II. That as Religion is the only Thing 
that can make us happy while we live, ſo 
there is nothing but a good Life can give 
Jus any comfortable Prof) ps when we 


come to die: 5 


III. That a. (conliataidhe 3 Obſervance 


of the Duties of Religion, will not only 
make us live happily, and die comforta- 

Wbly ; but what is infinitely beyond all this, 
will moſt certainly be rewarded with eter- 
nal Happineſs in the Life to come. 


Hiri then I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 7. hat — 


there is no ſolid Happineſs to be attained in 
this Tie, but in the Practice of Religion. 
— "W4' - 
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It has been a great Artifice of the De. 
vil, to poſſeſs the Minds of unthinking m 
Men with an Opinion, that Religion is a , ſal 
_ four, moroſe, ill-natured Thing; an Ene. in 
my to whatever is pleaſant and cheartul ; pir 
and that whoever engages in the Practice anc 
of it, muſt from that Inſtant renounce all Li: 
the Pleaſures and Enjoyments of this Life. for 
But as the Devil is the Father of Lies, it is ¶ ho- 
no wonder that he ſets every Thing before wo 
us in a falſe and deceitful Light: It was IM lon 
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by this Means that he deceived our firſt ſoo 
unhappy Parents, and it is by the ſame ¶ he 
Methods, that he endeavours to betray cor 
their too credulous. Poſterity. He is con- tha 
tinually repreſenting Evil as Good, and ſoli 
Good as Evil; putting Darkneſs for Light, Lit 
and Light for | Darkneſs. He knows. that the 
there is ſuch a Beauty and Comelineſs in ma. 
Religion, as no one can behold, but with tere 
Love and Admiration ; and therefore he me 
endeavours to draw a Veil over its Luſtre, ¶ tho 
and to raiſe in our Minds frightful Ideas vat: 
concerning it: and too many, alas ! are pea 
miſled by ſuch falſe and mga e wol 
tations. whe 
Sal 
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But would Men be perſuaded once to 
make the Experiment ; would they for- 
ſake the dangerous Paths of Sin, and walk 
in the Way that leads to everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs ; would they retire from the Noiſe 


and Tumult of a looſe and diſordered 


Life, and liſten to the til] voice of Rea- 
ſon and Religion, they would quickly find 
how groſly they have been cheated, and 
wonder how it was poſſible they ſhould fo 
long have been deceived. They would 
ſoon diſcover, and from thence admire 


that there is no Pleaſure like 
that of a good Conſcience; no real and 
folid Happineſs, but what reſults from a 
Life of Virtue and Holineſs. They would 
then bleſs' the happy Change they had 
made, and would not part with their In- 
tereſt in Heaven for the greateſt Enjoy- 
ments this World could give them. All 


| thoſe empty Pleaſures, which once capti- 


vated and enſnared them, would then ap- 


pear mean and contemptible, and nothing 


would be thought of any real Value, but 
what ſets them forward in the Way of 
Salvation. 

| B 5 


© happy 
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true and ſincere Repentance art reſtored 


Viuanity, and canſt now look up with Con- 
fidence to God, and reliſh the Pleaſures 
of a virtuous Life. How is thy Mind 
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Lion, and art delivered from Fear, and 
Attendants of a guilty Conſcience! 


pineſs of ſuch a Man, by conſidering 
what is the Pleaſure of a redeemed Cap- 


finitely ſhort: For what Slavery is ſo great 
as that of a Soul under the Bondage and 
"Ovation of Sin ? Or what are the moſt 


7 he Great Importance 


o happy Man (whoſoever thou art) 
that haſt made this noble Trial, and by a 


to the Favour. and Love of God! thou 
haſt turned away thine Eyes from beholding 


filled with Love, and Joy, and Admira- 
tion, when thou conſidereſt, that by the 
Grace and Goodneſs of God thou art 
reſcued out of the Jays of the devouring 


Shame, and Self- condemnation; the ſure 


We may have ſome Idea of the Hap- 


tive, when reſtored to his Country, his 
Liberty, and his Friends; or of a Mari- 
ner got ſafe to Shore after a Storm, where- 
in he was every Moment in Expectation of 
being ſwallowed up in the Deep. And yet 
it muſt be owned, the Compariſon falls in- 


x - terrible 


of a RELIGIOUS LIFE. 
terrible Dangers of the Sea, when com- 


pared with thoſe to which the Sinner is 
continually expoſed ? | 


But have not ſome made Trial of Reli- 
gion, and yet have found no Satisfaction 


| therein, as may be concluded from their 


returning again to their former Courſe. 


of Life? *Tis true, there are ſome In- 
ſtances, (and ſad ones they are, God 


knows,) of ſuch, who after they have been 
once enlightened, and have taſted of the bea- 
venly Gift, and been made Partakers of the- 


| Holy Ghoſt, have yet fallen away, and be- 
taken themſelves again to a Life of Sin. 


and Debauchery : But has this been ow- 
ing to a Diſlike of Religion! No; but 


rather to a want of Care in not avoiding. 
the Company which has formerly ſeduced 


them, or to a Forgetfulneſs, or at leaſt a 
Neglect of the Vows and Reſolutions they 
have made; or, it may be, they have 
fallen under ſome violent Temptation, 


which they have not ſo vigorouſſy reſiſted, 


as they might and ought to have done 


Beſides, Inſtances of this kind, I hope; are 


but rare. But then, on the other hand, hom 


many are there, who have forſaken the 
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Company and Converſation of the Wick- . 1 
ed; and having lamented the Folly and aa 

| Madneſs of their paſt Lives, have, from IM that 
the Slaves of Sin and Satan, become the {cr 
Servants of God? Theſe will tell you, whe 
from their own Experience, that they have all 
found more true Peace and Satisfaction in ¶ kin 

' conquering one vicious Habit, than ever able 
they met with in the moſt ſenſual Enjoy- MW aflil 
ment: That all their paſt finful Pleaſures Ml whe 
yield them now no other Fruits, than thoſe ¶ Tri 
bitter ones of Shame and Remorſe: Where- IM eſt ( 
as in Religion they find ſuch a Spring of whe 
Comfort continually refreſhing their Souls, ¶ Infi 
as they would not part with for all this Aff 
World can poſſibly give them. They Cor 
taſte ſuch a Pleaſure in the Service of he 
God, as makes them with holy David Wt 7e/ 
deſire 720 dwell in the Houſe of the:Lord all ¶ bav 
. the Days of their Lives, to behold» the fair ¶ the 
Beauty of the. Lord, and to viſit his Tem- 10% 
ple; and like him eſteem it better to be Ml Goa 
4 Door-keeper . in the Houſe f the Lord, ¶ Inte 
one of the meaneſt of God's Servants, ban Mt con 
to:dwell in the Tents of Ungodlineſs, amidit W's a 
the Delights and Pleaſures of a wicked and Wh he i 
debauched World. into 
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Indeed, for a Man to reflect upon the 
Actions of a well-ſpent Life; to conſider 
that he has made God his Friend, and 
ſecured an Intereſt in the Favour of Him, 
who is the eternal Source and Fountain of 
all Good; infinite in Mercy and Loving- 


kindneſs, as well as in Power; not only 
able, but willing and ready, to help and 


aſſiſt him in all Difficulties : -A Being, to 


whom he may have Recourſe under all 


Trials and Temptations, under the great- 
eſt Calamities and Troubles of Life TO 


whom he may lay open all his Wants and 


Infirmities, pour forth all his Sorrows and 
Afflictions, and may at all Times with 


Confidence look up, as being aſſured that 


he has a powerful Interceſſor in Heaven, 


have Redemption through his Blood, even 


God by him, ſeeing be ever liveth to make. 
interceſſion for them: ] ſay, for a Man to 
conſider theſe Things; to think that he 
is anſwering the End of his Creation; that 


he is doing the Work for which he is ſent 


that he is become a 


into the World; 
8 Member 


8 


Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, in whom We Col. i. 1 4. = 


And who 1s able Heb. vii 
to ſave them to the uitermoſt that come unto 25 


the Pomp and Luxury, of a great Fortune, 


The Great Importance 

Member of Chriſt, a Child of God, and an 
Inberitor of the Kingdom of Heaven: How 
muſt ſuch Thoughts chear and refreſh 
his Soul, and fill his Mind with Joy un- 
ſpeakable, with a Pleaſure and Satisfac- 
tion that is ſolid, ſubſtantial, and laſting; 
and in Compariſon whereof all the vain 
and empty Enjoyments of this World are 
as nothing 
But then on the ber hand, for a 
wicked Man to confider, that he Face of 

* the Lord is again them that do Evil, and i 
conſequently that he is of the Number of 
thoſe whom God hates and deſpiſes; that 
inſtead of working out his: Salvation with 
fear and trembling, he is daily heaping 1p 
to himſelf Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath : 
And though (it may be) he is now £c/0:hed Me 
with Purple and fine Linen, and fares ſum- 
pPituouſiy every Day; though he may at pre- 
ſent live in all the Gaiety and Splendor, 


yet there will come a Time (and, for 
ought he knows, it may not be many 
Moments off,) when he ſhall be ſtript of 
all his Pleaſures and Enjoyments, and 
want even a drop of Water to cool bis, 
ko T ongue : 


F 4 Ab zre love LIFE, 


4 an {WF ongue :—Surely, ſuch Thoughts as theſe 
Tow {Mnuſt ſtrike the Sinner through with Hor- 
reſh Nror and Amazement, and like Belſhazzar, 


un- {Mhwhen he ſaw the Hand-writing upon the 
fac- Vall, make him tremble, even in the 
ng; I midſt of his greateſt Mirth and Jollity. 


And can a Man with ſuch Thoughts 


them, will be ſure to haunt the Sinner) 


e of Conſcience, the Terrors of an Almighty 
and Judge, and the dreadful Expectations of 
r of ¶ God's Vengeance, conſiſtent with a State 
that Nof Happineſs ?—Alas! the Libertine may 
it flatter himſelf as he pleaſes ; and think to 
7 4) WM deceive others, by putting on an Air of 


Gaiety and Pleaſantneſs; but, it is certain, 
his Mind can never be long at reſt, while 
he carries about him a faithful Monitor, 
that will be continually upbraiding him 
for his Folly and Madneſs; repreſenting 


ne, Wil before his Eyes the Dangers he is expoſed 
for to, and croſſing him, as it were, in his 
any Way, while he is in full Purſuit of his un- 
of lawful Pleaſures. —And though he may 
and perhaps be able ſometimes to ſilence the 


Clamours of this troubleſome Companion 


about him, (and theſe, or ſomething like 


Ibe ſaid to be happy? Are the Stings of 


| ch | 
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by mere dint of Noiſe and Extravagance; | 
yet when his Paſſions abate (as they wil 

not always bear to be upon the Stretch) 

and the Man grows cool, he will find the 
Upbraidings of his Mind return upon hin 
with the greater Violence: and the Shame 
and Anguiſh, the Horror and Contuſion, 


that he will then feel, will infinitely over- 


balance all the Satisfactions he can meet 
with, in the Enjoyment of his ſinful 
Pleaſures. 
I own, indeed, this is not the Caſe of 
every Sinner. A Man, by a long Courſe 
of Wickedneſs, may arrive at ſuch an 
hardened State, as to be incapable of any 
ſenſible Impreſſions; his Soul may be 
ſeared, as it were, with an hot Iron, and 
be fallen into ſuch a deep and fatal Lethar- 
gy, as nothing perhaps ſhall be able 
to awaken it, till it comes to feel the 
very Torments of the Damned. But no 
one, I believe, will think this to be a 
State of Happineſs. _ 

Beſides, if we confider a wicked Man 
with reſpect to this World only, abſtract- 
edly from what will be his Portion here- 


after, we ſhall find, that there are many 
and 


of a Rz11G10Vs LITE. 
and great Evils to which he is expoſed, 


peſides the Torments of a guilty Conſci- 
etch) Hence. Are not Pains and Aches, Rot- 
d the tenneſs and Diſeaſes, the natural Effects 
| him of Luſt and. Intemperance ? Poverty and 


hame broken Fortunes, of Pride and Prodiga- 
ſon, Mlity? Does not Paſſion, and Anger, and 


»ver- Revenge, frequently expoſe Men to miſ- 
meet {MW chievous, and, many times, fatal Quar- 
infulrels and Contentions? Robbery, Theft, 
and Murder bring upon others a ſhameful 
e of and untimely End? How many Evils are 
urſe there in the World, that are the immedi- ; 
an ate Effects of Men's Vices ? From whence Jam. iv. 1, } 
any come Wars and Fightings among you, ſays I 
be St. James, come they not hence, even of your 
and Lufts that war in your Members? And 
lar: from the ſame fatal Source are derived 
able many of thofe other Evils and Calamities 


that ſome Men labour under. If we trace 
them to their Original, we ſhall find them 
to be. the natural Fruits of Men's Luſts 
and Paſſions, and to have proceeded from. 
their covetous and ambitious Deſires, and 
&- MW the Gratification of their unruly Luſts and 
re- Appetites. And, in truth, how can it be 


ny otherwiſe, if we conſider, T, hat the Curſe Prov. iii. 


nd be 


I; 
14 
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of the Lord is in the Houſe of the Wicked; 


Prov. xiii. and that Evil purſueth Sinners? How can 
21, 


any Thing but Miſery attend him, who 
has God for his Enemy, and is curſed ol | 
him? | 

Let us now ebnen what is the Lot 
and Portion of good Men in this World; 


and whether the Practice of Virtue and 
Righteouſneſs is not the moſt likely way 


a Man can take to promote his preſent 
as well as future Happineſs, and to make 
his Pilgrimage here on Earth a State ab 
tolerable Eaſe and Comfort. 
Solomon had as much Experience of the 
Pleaſure of the World as ever Man had, 
and tried as many Ways to make himſelf 
happy as his Heart could well deviſe; 


Jedes ii. having kept nothing from bis Eyes that 


they dęſired; nor withheld his Heart from 
any Joy; and yet, when he came to caſt 
up the Account, he found this to be the 


Sum of it, that all was Vanity and Vexa- 


tion of Spirit. And therefore, when he 
was to inſtruct his Son in the Ways of 
true Happineſs, he adviſes him to get 


| Prov. iii. Wiſdom and- Underſtanding : for Wiſdom, 


ſays he, is the principal Thing ;, therefore 
: | | . get 


of a REeELiG1iovus LIFE, - mi 


ed; Wiſdom ; and with all thy getting, get 

can |Mnderſtanding. And, as an Encouragement 

tc do ſo, he tells him, that happy 175 the Prov. 111, 
n that. findeth- Wiſdom, and the Man 3. Is 
nat getteth Underſtanding : For the Mer- 


Lot Nandize of it is better than the Merchan-' 
rid; {ze of Silver, and the Gain thereof than 
and e Gold. She is more precious than Ru- 


Wes, and all the Things thou canſt defire 
not to be compared unto her. Length 
Days is in her right Hand, and in ber 
Hand Riches and Honour. Her Ways 
re Ways of Pleaſantneſs,- and all ber 


* the Natbs are Peace. This Wiſdom and Un- 
1ad, Nerſtanding, which he recommends, as 
ſelf IB Treafure of fo great Value, is not 
ſe; Ie Wiſdom of this World: (For that 
bat i Fooliſbneſs with God. 1 Cor. iii. 19.) 


Put it is the Wiſdom that cometh” from a- 
oe, which will make us wiſe unto Sal- 
ation: The Wiſdom of living in the 
rear and Love of God, and in a ſtrict 


Wold the Fear EF 2 Lord, that is Wife 28. 
dom; 


he bedience to his Chmmunidriainns, The Prov. i ix. | 

of ear of the Lord, ſays he, is the Beginning | 

vet idem, and the Knowledge of the Holy 
Underſtanding. Or, as it is in Job, Be- Job xxviii. 1 
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. The Great Importance 
dom; and 10 depart from Evil is Und 
Bani: 

Here then is the Excellency of Rel; 
gion, that it not only ſecures to us a Re. 
verſion of endleſs Happineſs, but make 
our Lives at preſent eaſy and delightful 


the very Ways of Religion are pleaſan;MW | 


as well as the End. *Tis true indeed if 
Vice has it's preſent Pleaſures as well aff 


Virtue : but then there is this Differencll 


between them; the Pleaſures of Sin an 
weak, ſhort-lived, and only varniſhed o. 
ver; they begin and end almoſt in th 
ſame Moment, and can never be purchal. 


ed but at the Expence of much ſucceed: 


ing Trouble, Shame, and Self-condem- 
nation. Whereas thoſe, which reſult 
from leading a holy and religious Lite 
are ſubſtantial, ſincere, ſteady and ſecure: 


they leave no unſavoury Reliſh upon * 


Mind; no Loathings and Diſlike; 


neither accompanied with Shame, nor fl 
lowed with Remorſe or Sadneſs ; thok 
bitter Allays to all ſinful Gratifications 


We may talk of Pleaſures and Enjoy: 
«© ments, ſays a * Great Man of our Church, 


Lg Archb. of York in his Volume of Sermons, p. 59's 
but 


The Great Importance 
e yards them, and the Satisfaction th ? 
. << 18 in the doing of them, does, in Diſpo 

tions not debaucked, lead almoſt im 
ſiſtibly to the Practice of them: Wil 

“ have, when we are about them, i 

* boding, miſgiving Thoughts, no forbil 
ding Whiſpers, no ſecret Reluctanq ; 
Comfort, Complacency of Mind, al 
* a-gratulating Conſcience always accon 
e pany ſuch Actions.” | 

What a perpetual Source of Joy ant 
Comfort is a good Conſcience ! It glad 
dens the Heart, chears. and refreſhes ti 

Soul, and fills the Mind with a conſtanlf 
Serenity and Chearfulneſs, which is inf. 

nitely to be preferred before the noi 
Mirth of Fools and Madmen. He thai 

is poſſeſſed of this ineſtimable Jewel, hi 
a2 Treaſure greater than all the Riches i 
the Indies: a Treaſure, which he alway 
carries about with him, and which ne 
ther the Malice of the Devil, nor tht 
Wickedneſs of Men can rob him © 
And ſo long as he retains this Fund i 
Joy and Comfort (as he may always do, 
unleſs he is wretchedly wanting to him 


elf) he can never "on truly miſerable. For 
285 | 2 
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TLoord his God? He knows that he is i 
the Hands of a moſt gracious and merci 
ful Father, and is fully perſuaded thy 
all things” ſhall work together for good 
them that love him: He is aſſured, thi 

pf. xxxiii. the Eye of the Lord is upon them that 2 

17, 18. bim; upon them that hope in his Mera 

; to deliver their Soul from Death, and 

keep them alive in Famine. And ther 

fore he can rejoice in God, even in th 

-. midſt of Trouble and Affliction, wie 

3 he conſiders, that as his Afflictions com 

from the Hands of a good and graciou 

2 Cor. iv. God, who does not willingly affiis th 

427 . Children of Men; ſo he knows that as th 

Time is ſhort, they can be of no long Col 
tinuance, and that, if he makes a rige 
- Uſe of them, they will work for bin 

far more exceeding and eternal W eight q 

- Glory, © 

cu See then the Folly and Madneſs f 

pe n. 8. thoſe that take not God for their Strength 

1.8 But truſt to the Multitude of their Richi, 

and ftrengthen themſelves in their Wicks 

neſs, and think by theſe Means to be for 
tified againſt the Evils of this Life. 


Alas! There Are numberleſs Calamitt 
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The Conſciouſneſs of having 


of a RELIGIOUS LIFE. 
from which Wealth and Power can never 
elter us : and therefore - when a Man 
ets go his Truſt in God, and takes San- 


ctuary in the Strength of his Wickedneſs, 


he will find himſelf miſerably miſtaken, 
when the Day of Adverſity comes upon 
him. The Weight of Sin, ſuperadded 


to that of temporal Evils, is a Burthen 
greater than any one is able to bear. Tis 


certain, whatever the great Ones of this 
World may think, there is nothing can 
alleviate the Force of Worldly Troubles, 
but a good Life. It' is That, and That 
only, which is a fufficient Counterpoiſe 
to balance the Weight of any great 
Afffiction. Nothing elſe is ſufficient 


[to ſupport a Man in the Evil Days of 
bis Pilgrimage, and to ſuſtain his Spitit 
under the greater Calamities of this Life. 


All other Experiments, how promiſing 
ſoever, will be found vain and ineffectual. 
in ſome 
Meaſure lived holily and unblameably, 
will make a Man look up with a -chear- 
ful Aſſurance to the great Supporter of 
his Being; enable him to ſee through 
the darkeſt ee of Sorrow and Afflic- 
4 * tion, 
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tion, and to behold with an Eye of Faith 
that heavenly Country to which he is tra. 
velling, and where he hopes ſhortly to ar- 
rive. And this, though it will not wholly 
remove the Afflictions which God is "is. 
times pleaſed, for wiſe and good Ends, o 
ſend upon ſome Men in this Life, nor make 
us inſenſible of the Trouble that attends 


them; yet it will mightily leſſen and ener- 


vate their Force, and enable us with 
ſome Degree of Courage and Chearfulnek 
to bear up under them. _ For how ſtrong, 
a Conſolation muſt it be for a good Man, 
under bodily Grief and Pains, to contem- 
plate a State where there ſhall be no more 
Sorrow, no more Pain, and where all Tears 
Pall be wiped. for ever from his Eyes! 
Or, if he is under the Preſſures of Want 
and Neceſſity, how muſt it ſupport and re- 
lieve his linking Spirits to conſider, that 


ned. xiii. he has a Father in Heaven, who will never 


leave him, nor forſake him, however he may 
at preſent think fit to deprive him of out- 
ward Comforts ; and that there is no Per- 
ſon in the World ſo great, ſo. proſperous, 
or ſo happy, but that (having a little Pati 


8 "ow he himſelf ſhall be more fo ! 
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'T he Sum of what I have ſaid upon 
his Head, _ is. ſo elegantly expreſſed by 


che Author of a late Eſſay upon the 


Omnipreſence of God, that, I believe, I 
ſhall leave this Reflection more ſtrongly 


upon my Reader's Mind, if I give him 
the Words of that unknown, but excellent, 
Perſon. 
of the Intercourſe there is betwixt God and 
the Souls of good Men,) how happy is an 


How happy (/ays be, . ſpeaking 


intellectual Being, who by Prayer and 
Meditation, by Virtue and good Works, 
© opens this Communication between 
© God and his own Soul! Though the 
* whole Creation frowns upon him, and 
* all Nature looks black about him, he 
has his Light and Support within him, 
that are able to chear his Mind, and 
bear him up in the midſt of all thoſe 
Horrors which encompaſs him. He 
knows that his Helper is at Hand, and 
is always nearer to him than any thing 


elſe can be, which is capable of annoy- 
U 


ing or terrifying him. In the midſt 
* of Calumny or Contempt he attends to 
that Being, who. whiſpers better Things 
within his Soul, and whom he looks 

C2 © upon 


0 
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© upon as his Defender, his Glory, and 

© the Lifter up of his Head. In hi © 
© deepeſt Solitude and Retirement, h I 
© knows that he is in Company with the th 
I greateſt of Beings ; and perceives with ſ⸗ 
© in himſelf ſuch real Senſations of high * 
8 Preſence, as are more delightful than any : ft 
© thing that can be met with in the Con. 1 
© verſation of his Creatures. Even in 's 
the Hour of Death, he conſiders the Su 
© Pains of his Diſſolution to be nothing i el 
© elſe but the breaking down of that ſa 
© Partition, which ſtands betwixt his Soul 1 
and the Sight of that Being, who is ; 5 
* always preſent with him, and is about | D 
© to: manifeſt Ret to bim in fulneſs of ; n 
( 1 3 
e 0 would: be thus happy, 2 J 
on with the Words of this pious Aut bor, 1 : 


and thus ſenſible of our Maker's Pre- 
ſence, from the ſecret Effects of his 
Mercy and Goodneſs, we muſt keep 
ſuch a Watch over all our Thoughts, 
that, in the Language of the Scripture, 
his Soul may have Pleaſure in us. We 
muſt take Care not to grieve his Holy 


Spirit, but endeavour to make the Me- 
| * ditations 


a . 2% 
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« ditations of our Hearts always accept- 
© able in his Sight, that he may delight 


» And 
n h thus to reſide and dwell in us. The 
= þ Light of Nature could direct Seneca to 


h ten this Doctrine, in a very remarkable Paſ- 
with. fſage among his Epiſtles; acer ineſt in 
f high © 29215; Spiritus,  bonorum malorumque Cu- 
© tos & Obſervator; & quemadmodum nos 
Con. illum trattamus, ita & ille nos. There 
is a Holy Spirit reſiding in us, Who 
watches and. obſerves both good and 
thing c evil Men, and will treat us _ the 
tha lame Manner, that we treat him. But 
Sou I ſhall conclude, ſays he, this Diſcourſe 
© with thoſe more emphatical Words in 
Divine Revelation; f any Man love 
f eme, be will keep my Word, and my Father 
dull love him, and we will come unto bim, : 
to gl © and make our Abode with bim. 
ber.) I have hitherto conſidered a good 
Pre- Life, Firſt, as it fills our Minds with 
f hi Joy, and Peace, and Comfort, and de- 
livers us from thoſe uneaſy. Reflections, 
which haunt and torment the Sinner: 
And, Secondly, as it is a Means to ſecure 
us from thoſe» Evils, which are the im- 
mediate Effects of Sin, . to ſupport 
. us 


A 


* 


The Great Importance 
us Lie ſuch Afflictions, as it e 
God, many Times, to ſend upon goo 
Men in this World. I ſhall now con- 
fider it with reſpect to ſome other Ad- 
vantages it has above that of a wicked 
Courſe of Actions: and J hope it will ful- 
ly appear, that there is nothing ſo likely to 
ſecure a Man's Happineſs in this World, 
as a ſtrict Obſervance of the Precepts and 
ö Duties of Religion. 
61 St. Peter lays it down as an undoubted 
„ Truth, that whoſoever deſires to live hap- 
W 7 Pet. in. pily, muſt live holily. He that will love 
i; 10% It. Life, ſays he, and ſee good Days, let him 
9 refr#9n his Tongue from Evil, and bis Lips, 
that they ſpeak no Guile; let him eſchew 
Evil, and do' Good. And the Reaſon that 
temporal Proſperity is ſo likely to be the 
Lot and Portion of the Religious Man, 
1'Pet. iii, is, becauſe the Eyes of the Lord are over th: 
1? Righteous, and his Ears are open unto their 
Pf. xxxiv. Prayers; but the Face of the Lord is againf 
15, 16. them that do Evil. It is very evident, 
From the whole Tenor of the Scriptures, 
that the Providence of God does very 
much intereſt itſelf in the Care and Sup- 


3 of good Men in this World. 0 
: taſit 


Ha 
gras 
that 
Ty 
Him, 
ff 
Hall 
Ho 
Son 
Gen. 
truſt 
did 
ale 
calle 
5 ſerv 
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Kig. 
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ſeen, 
and 
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but 
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Pſal 
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ſhall 
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igſte and ſee, ſays the holy Pſalmiſt, how Pf. xxxiv. 
gracious the Lord is: Bleſſed is the Man, 8 9, 10. 

hat truſteth in him. O fear ye the Lord, 

ye that are his Saints: for they that fear 


cked MR bim, lack nothing. The Lions do lack and 
ful- ¶ ſuffer Hunger: but they who ſeek the Lord, 
ly to hall want no manner of Thing that is good. 
2rid, Ho remarkable are the Words of the wiſe 


Son of Sirach to this Purpoſe ! Look at the Ecelus. ii. 

© Generations of old, ſays he, Did ever any . 
truſt in the Lord, and was confounded? or 

did any abide in his Fear, and was for- 

8 ſaken ? or whom did he ever deſpiſe, that 


hin called upon him? Add to this that Ob- 
Lip ſervation of holy David; 1 have been young, pf. xxxvii. 
bew and now am old, and yet ſaw, 1 never the 5. 
that Bl Righteous forſaken, nor his Seed begging 

the their Bread. As on the contrary, 1 have ver. 36, 


been, ſays he, the Ungodly in great Power, 37. 
and flouriſhing like a green Bay-tree : I went 
., and lo! he was gone; 1 ſought him, 
but „his Place could no where be found. 
The Contemplation of God's watchful Pro- 


ures, ¶ vidence over good Men, made the devout 

very I Fſalmiſt reſolve and ſay, I will always Pf. xxxiv. 

Sup- ive Thanks unto the Lord: his Praiſe 1 
all ever be in my Mouth. 6 | 
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but a ſerious and conſcientious Obſer- 


Air, and clothes the Graſs of the Field, and 


Ic. exii. 3. with Favour as with a Shield; that Meal þ 


. The Great Importance 


It is certain, that God is a Being of i in- 
finite Purity and Holineſs; and as he 
muſt therefore hate Iniquity with the 
utmoſt Hatred; ſo there is no doubt 


Lind 

ear, 
nan. 
Felt 
al! 
Frigh. 
W-vith 
that 
that 
come 


is of a Nature ſo diffuſively bountiful, Tha 
as to make bis Sun to riſe on the Evil, a | 

well as on the Good, and ſends his Rai 55 
both on the Juſt and Unjuſt, will undoubt-W p . 
edly in a more peculiar manner bleſs the Per 
Labours of an honeſt and induſtriou n 


vance of the Duties of Religion will re. 
commend a Man to his Favour and Pro- 
tection. He that feeds the Fowls of tif 


Man, and provide for thoſe that fear him 4 
and keep his Commandments: I would 1 5 
not be underſtood to ſay, that | never "oP 
any wicked Man has proſpered, not . 5e 
any good Man been | unſucceſsful in . 0 
this World: For it pleaſes God man as 
Times for wiſe and good Ends, to ſuf tl 
fer the Righteous: to fall into great Per _— 
plexities and Diſtrefles, However nc n a 


the Scriptures aſſure us, that the Lor all 
will bleſs the Righteous, and compaſs nM 


4 and 


of a. ReilGious LIFE. 


ind Riches ſhall be in ibe houſe of bim that 
as her th the Lord, and delighteth in his Com- 
b * Frandments; that Bleſſings ſhall be upon his 

Head; 


” Wall hand, and the Tabernacle of the Up- 


1 right ſhall flouriſh; 
Pro itb tbem that fear God; and in ſhort, © 
What Godlineſs has the Promiſe of the Life 
that now is, as well as of that which is to 


come; I think we may certainly conclude, 


of in- 


Wiper in the World, and to make his * 
comfortable and happy). 
And this is a Truth that we may be 
convinced of, not only from the Teſti- 
mony of Scripture, but from. the Reaſon 
and Nature of Things. For, let any 


PC. exii. 1. 
Prov. x. 6. 


that the Houſe of the Righteous xi. 7. 


xiv. 115 


that it ſhall be well Eccleſ.viii;. 


12. 


1 Tim. 


iv. 8. 


| That a ſtrict. Obſervance of the Duties of 
the Chriſtian, Religion is the moſt likely: 
Way a Man can take to thrive and pro- 


] No 
li one conſider and tell me, whether he that 
nan lis juſt and true in all his Dealings, honeſt. 
ſuf and ſincere in all. his. Profeſſions, and 


faithful to his Word and Promiſes; that 


makes it his conſtant Rule to do, to, 
all Men as he would they ſhould do to, 


Mel. 


C5 


Lis diligent and induſtrious in his Calling; 


him; and is ſo far from endeavouring to. 


* 


% 
\ 


The Great Importance 


e ch and defraud his Neighbour 
that he chooſes rather to forego the 


greateſt Gain, than purchaſe it at the 


Expence of the leaſt Injuſtice : + 18 


let any one tell me, whether it is not 


much more probable, that ſuch an one 
ſhould enlarge his Fortune in the World, 
than he that acts the very Reverſe of al 
this; that practiſes - all the Arts of 
Cheating and Lying, of Over-reaching 
and Circumvention, and ſtoops to every 
Thing, how baſe and diſhoneſt ſoever, 
which he thinks will turn to his preſent 
Profit ; that conſiders not ſo much, hoy 
honeſt and upright his Actions are, a 
how profitable ; and cares not what his 
Neighbour fuffers by his Injuſtice, ſo he 
himſelf does but get by it. Such an one, 
when he comes to be known, (as he will 
not be able long to conceal himſelf) wil 
certainly loſe his Credit and Reputation 
he will become hated and deſpiſed, and 


every one will be afraid to have any Deal- 


ings with him: Whilſt, on the other 
hand, the honeſt and upright Man (be- 
fides the Bleſſing of God, which he can- 
mot fail of) will be ſure to meet es 


. 


of aRELIGIOUsS LITE. 
the Love and Eſteem of all that know 
Shim; he will have few, if any, Ene- 
mies; but many Friends, and thoſe ſome 
lay, Hor the wiſeſt and beſt of Men, who will 
be always ready to help and aſſiſt him, 
and be glad of every Opportunity of pro- 
moting his Intereſt and Happineſs. : 
2. Another great Bleſſing of Life, and 
what gives a Reliſh to all other Enjoy- 
ments, is Health : And who is more like- 
fly to obtain this, than the Religious Man? 
For will not Temperance, Sobriety and 
Virtue, (Duties which he practiſes) con- 
duce more to a ſound and vigorous Con- 
Iſtitution of Body, than Surfeiting and 
Drunkenneſs, Luſt and Intemperance; 
the miſchievous Effects of which are too 


Contentions? who hath Babbling ? who bath 
Wounds without Cauſe ? who hath Reaneſs: © 
of Eyes? They that tarry long at the Wine, 
bey that go to ſeek mixed Wine: What Sick- 


her neſs. and Diſeaſes have ſome brought upon 
ad themſelves, merely by their Exceſſes and 


Debaucheries! Diſeaſes, which have not 
W with their own Lives, but 
gk C 6 have 


[viſible to be denied? Who hath Moe! Prov. xxiii. 
aid Solomon, who bath Sorrow ? who bath 9 30. 
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We, Poſterity! And how can it be otherwiſe, 


The Great Importance 
have been entailed upon their unhappy 


unleſs it ſhould pleaſe God to change tlie 
Nature of Things? For if Men will ru 
into thoſe Exceſſes, which inflame and 
corrupt their Blood, it is no Wonder i ed 
a Fever or Dropſy, or ſome more fata t 4 
Diſtemper, proceed from ſuch Diſorders: ¶ the 
and when a vicious and debauched ParenMit x 
has brought Rottenneſs into his own Bones I goe: 
though the Children may be free from the ever 
Vices of their Father, yet they many time that 
feel the miſchievous Effects of ** Trani. tent 


: BEI all their Lives. Ma 


3. Again, à chearful and end Mi 4 
is another great Bleſſing! of Life; fort ly < 
without it nothing in this World can mabe and 


us happy: and where ſhall a Man obtain the 
this, but in the Practice of Religion if G 
That will teach him to reſign his Will u Le 


God, to ſubmit to all the Diſpenſations 1 / 


his Providence, and to be patient and an 
eaſy, chearful and ſatisfied under even nat 


Diſappointment and Trouble he mees one 


with; as knowing that God is the ſove. it 


reign Diſpofer of all Things; a Being oi fon 


infinite Goodneſs, Kindneſs and _— on 
3 3 that 


r good to them that love him. And how 
Wquict, eaſy and contented muſt ſuch a 
Man be under all Events! He has learn- 

Jed with St. Paul, how to. abound, and how -- 


F- the one, ſo-neither is he caſt down, when 
it pleaſes God to ſend. the other, but 


even, and contented Mind, undiſturbed by 
that Inquietude, - Impatience, and Diſcon- 
tent, which a proud, envious and ambitious 
Man is ſeldom, if ever, free from. 


iy conducive to the Happineſs of Life: 


an Enemy to no Man, but kind and good - 
natured, and obliging to all; and if any 


e_ 


of a R EL 1G10Us. LIr E. 
that does not willingly affli# the Children o, 


Men, but makes every Thing work together. 
to want; and as he is not puffed up with 


goes through the World with a chearful, 


4. Peace is another great Bleſſing, high- 


and this is what the religious Man has | 
the juſteſt Claim to. He conſiders, that 


Jod ſo loved us, as to ſend. bis Son to be 1 John ir. 


the Propitiation for aur Sins, wwe ought alſo '* '** 
to love one another : and therefore he is 


one is ſo unreaſonable, as to reward him 
evil for good, (as the P/almiſt complains 
ſome had done to himſelf) yet, in Imitati- 
on of his Bleſſed Saviour, (whoſe Example 


40 The Great Importance 
Matt. v. he continually ſets. before him) be go 
good to them that hate him, and prays for 
| them that deſpitefully uſe him and perſecut: 
r Pet. ii im. When he is reviled, be reviles not 
== 23: again; when be ſuffers, be threatens not, 
1 but committeth himſelf to him that judge 
w_ - rightcouſly. He reſolves, as St. Paul ad- 
WS Eph. iv. viſes, to put away all Bitterneſs, and 
„ Wrath, and Anger, and Clamour, and Evil. 
19 ſpeaking, with all Malice; and endex- 
WEE Jam. iii, vours after the Attainment of that Vi. 
7 dom which is from above, which is fri MW 
Ty 1197 pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be 
intreated, full of Mercy and good Fruit. 
And this Principle of Love, and Charity, 
and good Will to Mankind, as it renders 
the Mind quiet and eaſy, calm and com- 
poſed; ſoit makes a Man not only hap- 
Py himſelf, but a Bleſſing and Comfort to 
all about him; and conſequently attracts 
ET the Love, and Eſteem, and Admiration of 7 b 
1 all thoſe that ſee and feel the kind and Min 
1 benign Influences of ſo divine a Temper. 
rc cxix. Great Peace, fays the Pſalmiſt, have they deal 
5 which love thy Law, and not bing ſhall of- itt. 
1 fend them. And the Prophet aſſures us, find 
r . That the Work of Righteouſneſs ſpall le has 


us ee 


of a RELIGIOUS LIFE. 41 Wo 


Peace, and the Effect of MPs," . 
gs and Aſſurance for ever. 

But now, on the other Hand, the Life - 
pf an angry and revengeful Man is all 


ver Storm and Tempeſt; he is lite all. wü. | 
Proubled Sea, when' it cannot reſt, whoſe e 


aters caſt up Mire and Dirt. He is a 


f ranger to Peace, and all the bleſſed 


Fruits and Effects of it: for where Eu- Jam. iii. 
ing and Strife is, there is Confufion and b. 
ery evil Work: His Mind 1s continually 


(reſtleſs and uneaſy, agitated to and fro 
With the violent Force of unruly Paſſions, 


which lead him on from one Evil to ano- 


ther, and hurry him many times into 
thoſe that are of a very miſchievous 
Conſequence. What Miſery and Tor- 
ment muſt a Man feel, who is poſſeſſed 
with a Spirit ſo directly contrary to that 


of the Goſpel! How little can he taſte 
of the true Happineſs of Life, whoſe 


Mind is always - diſordered and out of 
Tune! He may perhaps poſſeſs a great 


deal of the World, but can enjoy very 


little of it: For what Comfort can he 
find from any Thing 1 in this World, who 


has no Peace- in his own Minds who is 
| at 
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Accident? Is it poſſible for a Man of ſuc 


viour hath pronounced Bleſſed : They foall 
' znherit the, Earth, and be refreſhed, as the 


The Great. Importance 


at Enmity with himſelf, and with almof 
every one elſe, and is capable of being pu 
out of Humour by every trifling crok 


a Temper to be happy, even in the midi 
of the greateſt Enjoyments? No certain. 
ly; it is the meek- ſpirited, that our &. 


Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, in the Multitude of Peace, 
and ſhall find a real Comfort in whatever 
they have; which (though it ſhould hap. 
pen to be but little) yet being enjoyed in 
Peace and Quiet, and with a contented 
Mind, will undoubtedly yield them 
much greater and truer Satisfaction, than 
a Man of a contrary Diſpoſition can 
reap from large Ladet ary ample Re- 
ven ness 

5. I ſhall. mention, but one "Advantage 
more which a good Man has above 48,4, 
wicked one, as to this World; and that pare 
is in reſpect of dutiful and obedient Cbil- rc; 
dren : which is allowed by all to be a great ing 
Bleſſing in itſelf, and is what, I think, the MW Tro 
former has a much greater Reaſon to ex- WM thei, 


; if 


pect and hope for, than the latter. For ro- 


of a RELIGIOUS LIFE, 
f it pleaſes God to. bleſs a good Man 
ith Children, he begins very early to 
nſtil into their tender Minds the Princi- 
les of Virtue and Religion; he teaches 
hem to remember their Creator in the Days 

f their Youth, and brings them up in the 


almof 
28 Put 


Croſs 


f ſuch 
midſt 
rtain: 


r ar and Admonition of the Lord, He 
Heal Itts before them the Example of a holy 
as the End religious Life; and endeavours to 
Peay wean them from the Pride and Vanity of 


itevet 

hap- 
ed in 
ented 
m 4 

than 
can 


the World, and from thoſe hurtful Luſts 
ind Paſſions, which tend only to make 
hem miſerable both here and hereafter, 
He inſtructs them in that Knowledge, 
hich is Uſeful and Profitable, which 
vill give them a right Underſtanding of 

themſelves and of their Duty, and make 


R chem wiſe unto Salvation: and when the 
race of God co- operates with theſe En- 
age deavours, (as it will not fail to do) 

ve 4 | 


what comfortable Hopes may not ſuch a 


tha Parent entertain of reaping the happy 


Fruits of all his Labours? inſtead of look- 
Teal ing upon his Children with Grief and 
the Trouble, and having his grey Hairs, by 
55 their means, brought down with Sor- 


Me to the Grave; how much rather 


— 


44 The Great Importance of 
may he expect to behold them with Plea»; 
ſure and Delight, when he fees them en 1b 
ſo many Olive-Branches round about lf Thi 
Table, fruitful in every good Work, ants, 
increaſing in the Knowledge and Love f the 
God 3 n iſion 
There is no one, I believe, but vi me 
allow, that this is the moſt likely WaſWcure 
a Man can take to be happy in his ChilWeying 
dren: and though it ſhould happen no om 
to prove effectual, (for Succeſs is not i ſho 


our own Power) yet this he may be ſun f it ſ 
of, that his pious and ſincere Endeavoum ive t 
to train up his Children in a ſober, honeſ{crab! 


and religious Courſe of Life, will cer. ours 
tainly recommend him to the Favouli 
and Love of God; as is manifeſt from 
the great Regard God expreſſed for Abri. 
Gen.xviii. ham on this very Account. And th 
175185 19. Lord ſaid, ſball I hide from Abrahan 
| that thing which 1 do; ſeeing that Abrahan 
ſhould ſurely become a great and mighty 
Nation, and all the Nations of the Earth 
ſhall be bleſſed in him? For I know bin, 
that he will command his Children and his 
Houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep tht 
Way of the Lord, to do Juſtice and Fudz- 


meu; 
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1 How dreadful muſt they ſound in the Ean 
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Children s Sins as well as his own g 
account for, and applies to himſelf (J 
he juſtly may) thoſe dreadful Word 
which God ſpake to the Prophet Exelid 
. When I ſay unto the Wicked, thou ſol 
ſurely die, and thou giveſt him. not wars 
ing, nor ſpeakeſt, to warn , the ric fed fr 
bis wicked Way, to fave. his. Life; the a; 
wicked. Man ſhall die in his Iniquity ; lu 
his Blood will I require at thy Hands. 0 
terrible; Words of moſt, juſt. Judgment 


of a wicked:Parent,,, whoſe Children han 
periſhed through his Fault! 

I have now. conſidered ſome of thok 
Duties. to which Religion obliges us, and 
endeavoured to ſnew how conducive there i! 


are to our temporal Happineſs; nd t! 
which, I hope, it ſufficiently appears, hovWarth 
much good Men have the Advantage d Ha 
the Wicked even as to this World er { 
And here, I cannot but take notice 0 ing 
the wonderful Love of God to Man' Lot 
kind, in that, to encourage our Obedi hen 
ence. to his Laws, he has annexed a pre: ort! 
ſent as well as future Reward to a good erna 
| * and hag ſo interwoven our Duty anden f 


Happineß | 


Fa RELTIGIOUS LIVE. 


Own 0 

ſelf (a appineſs together, that while we are dif- 
WordWarging our Obligations to the one, we 
Ze lil Wee at the ſame time e making Proviſion for 


ect e 8 


How much then do they Wige ien 
e Honour of God, who repreſent Re- 
Ton as an unprofitable and unpleafant 
aſk! When it is plain to any Man, 
at conſiders Things rightly, and is not 
der the Prejudice of his Luſts and 
afſions, that the great Deſign of Reli- 
jon is to make us happy here, as well 
hereafter; that all it's Rules and Pre- 
pts are moft admirably ſuited to this 
ad: and, would Men be perſuaded to 
Ive in the Practice of them, we ſhould 
d this World A kind of Heaven vpon 
8 

Had the. Practice of our Duty beck e- 

er ſo irkſome and uneaſy, and had no- 
hing but Trouble and Miſery been the 
ot of good Men in this World; yet 
hen we conſider, that this Life will 


pre-Whortly have an End, and that there is an 
oder nal Weight of Glory reſerved in Hea- 


fen for thoſe that truly love and ſerve 
d; what wiſe Man would not prefer 


| ons . The Great Importance of 

= the 2 50 Paths of Virtue and Religi 

1 which he knows will ſhortly lead him i 
1 l = „ Eternity of Bliſs and Happineſs, b 
Wl fore the Ways of Sin and Wickedneſs, (u. 
| pal pleaſant ſoever he might find them) wha Eg 
14 he is in Danger every Moment of fall 0 
1 into the Pit of Deſtruction, and which N 
is ſure, will in a little Time bring him 
to a Place of endleſs Miſery and Tormeaf . 
ö W 


. But ſince there is nothing in Religio 
1 5 what tends to make our Lives ea”) * 
1 chearful and contented; nothing but er; 
is ſuitable to our Natures, and agreeabh 
to the Dictates of right Reaſon ; nothin 
but what will ennoble our Minds, enlarg 
our Underſtanding, and inſpire us with 
generous Principle of ove ad 
Charity and good Will to Mankind; iſ 
ſhort, ſince the Commands of God are u 
grievous, but his Yoke is eaſy, and his Bu 
then ligbt; it manifeſtly follows, that, li 
a good Life is the higheſt Wiſdom, ſo i 
wicked one is the Extremity of E o and 
5 Magpels.., V 8 
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A PRAYER 
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CORO 
APRAYER. one 


wm Re: of thy great Love and tender 
ch En © Regard for Mankind, haſt ſet” 


les before us Life and Death, 
W-ſling and Curling; and haſt endued 
with a Freedom of Will, and a Li- 
rty to chooſe the one, and avoid the 


t Choice, haſt annexed a. preſent, 
ce to thy Laws, and made the Ways 


Religion Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and 
it's Paths to be Peace: O give me 


ph ; Wiſdom and Underſtanding, that I may 
2 " #& be carried away by the ' deceitful Plea- 


Wow, and chooſe the things which make 
my Peace, and wherein my true and 
ly Happineſs does. conſiſt. 
Convince me more and more, that Sin 
the greateſt of all Evils; that Guilt 
d Miſery are always inſeparable, and 
© there is no ſolid and ſubſtantial Hap- 
pineſs 


YER 


2 Moſt gracious God, wh out - 


er; and to encourage us to make a 


well as future Reward to our Obedi- 


ess of this World, but may ſee and 


theſe momentous Truths may be ſo deg 


ouſneſs of having been faithful in d 


to make thy Service the moſt pere 
Freedom, and the Practice of our Du 


Me Great Inportenee 


pineſs to be attained in this Life, but wh 

reſults from the Teſtimony of a god 
Conſcience, and the Hopes of thy g 
vour and Acceptance: and grant thi 


ly impreſſed upon my Mind, that I m 
make it the fincere Endeavour of n 
whole Life to pleaſe and obey The 
who art my ſovereign C and Hay 
neſs; the only ſure Fomdation of all m 
Hopes both here and hereafter, and i 
Compariſon 'of 'whoſe Favour, all 
Honours, Riches and Enjoyments of thi 
YEP are as nothing. 

Deliver me, I beſeech Thee, From th 
Shun! and Anguiſn, the Horror ai 
Confuſion of a Guilty Conſcience ;. at 
give me that Comfort and Complacen 
of Mind, which ariſes from the Conc 


Service, and obedient to thy Will. An 
fince thou haſt been graciouſly pleak 


ſo conducive to our preſent as well as 
ture Well-Being; O! make me ftedfal 


and immoveable in the Ways of i 
Laws 


of a RELIGIOUS LIFE. y = 


aws, and in the Works of. thy Com- 
andments 3 that having faithfully ſerved 
hee in this Life, J may at laſt be found 
cet to be a Partaker of the Inheritance 
bf the Saints in Light, through the 
lone Merits and Interceſſion of our Eter- 
pO OY and Mediator, Jeſus Chriſt 
\men. 
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HA FP. II. 


Re) N the foregoing Chapter, IM 
2 have endeavoured to ſhe w 
&/ that Religion is the only ... 
ul lid Foundation of HappineiM.. 
in this World; the only Thing that cu : 
make us paſs the Time of our Pilgt- 
mage here on Earth, with any tolerablſ,: 
Eaſe and Comfort. I ſhall now proceed 
in the next Place, to confider the great AM 
vantage of a good Life, from the com- 
fortable Proſpect it gives us when we come 


ir = 


of a RELIGIOUS LIE. 


And this is an Advantage peculiar to 
N [Virtue and Religion, and what a Life of 
Sin and Wickedneſs never pretended to, 


ies, is to regale their Senſes for a little 
Irhile: it gives them no Hopes beyond the 
rave, nor aims at any Thing farther than 


909 Can give him, when God taketh away his 
Paul? All his Enjoyments are then at an 
&.nd, and thoſe Schemes upon which he 


er, pas built his Happineſs, will vaniſh and 
ſnen me to nothing. But with a good Man — 
ly Wi: i; quite otherwiſe. He looks beyond 
pines His preſent Life, and beholds with an Eye 
at Of Faith the heavenly Feruſalem, the City 
PST tbe living Cod: that Place of endleſs 


erable 


oceta ared for them that love him. In the 


at Ad Hopes and Expectation of this Happineſs, 
cone conſiders himſelf as 4 Pilgrim and 
COM anger upon Earth, and is daily endea- 
ouring, through the Aſſiſtance of God's 
Ant * Spirit, by a Life of Virtue and 

1 D 5 | | Righte- 


The moſt which That promiſes its Vota- 


Þlis and Happineſs, which God has pre- 


53 


; ſhort-lived Happineſs. When a wicked Prov. xi. 
| Man dieth, his Eæpectation ſhall periſh. 7: 
or what is the Hope of the Hypocrite, job xxvii. 
al he hath gained all that this World 8. 
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Righteouſneſs, to become meet to be 
Partaker of the Inheritance of the Saint 
in Light. | 5 
Ic muſt indeed be owned, that Death iﬀ 
the great King of Terrors; that the Diſh. 
en of Soul and Body, and the Thought 
of becoming a Prey to. the devouring 
Worms, carries in it ſomething very ſhock 
ing to human Nature: Yet to a good May 
Death appears in a quite different View. Heli 
conſiders, that to leave this World is on 
to quit a Place of Trouble and Vexation 1 
of Vanity and Emptineſs: it is to leave 
barren and dry Wilderneſs, where no Man 
zs, for the delightful Regions of Bliſs ani 
Happineſs, where there are Rivers of Plex 
ſure, and a never ceaſing Spring of end 
leſs Comfort, which will ſatisfy the moi 
longing Deſires of the Soul. He conl: 
ders, that though this earthly Tabernacle 
diſſolved, yet he has a Building of God, , 
Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in 
Joh vs. Heavens: And is aſſured with Fob, il 
25, 26,27. bis Redeemer liveth, and that he ſpall fla 
at the latter Day upon the Earth; and ili 
efter his Skin, Worms deſtroy this Body 1 
in his gs ſhell he ſee God, whom he uff 


15 


| of a RELIG10Us LIE. 
Le for himſelf, and his Eyes ſhall behold, 


2 . not another 5. 
This is what Religion promiſes to 
em, who by patient Continugnce i in wwell- 
Wing ſeek for Glory and Honour, and Im- 
orialitiy: and it is the Hopes and Expec- 
oil : ations of this unſpeakable Happineſs that 
hol ortify the | Mind of a good Chriſtian, 
Mar End give him a Courage and Reſolution, 
5 i Which even Death itſelf ſhall not be able 
s only 3 
a It was this that gave holy David ſuch 
_ \ firmneſs of Mind as made him ſay, 


Wat 

85 "i $-2cow of Death, I will fear no Evil; for 4. 
* Pler i hou art with me, thy Rod and thy Staff 
c end Fomfort me. He had made God his Por- 


- moll non, his Hope a and his Truſt: The Lord, 
con he, is my ſtony Rock, and my Defence, 
2 Saviour, my God, and my Might, in 
2d, 3 Jill rut, my Buckler, the Horn 
i ſo of my Salvation. And though we 
;, 14d ad him ſometimes complaining, that the 
fa e of Death had compaſſid him, and 
TT "ay IO of Ungodlineſs made him 
&, of 3 that the Pains of Hell came about 
im, and the Snares of Death overtook him ; 


he ſoul 
4 D 3 | yet 


# hough I walk through the Valley of the Pal. xxiii. 
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Tt the great Confidence he had in the 
Goodneſs and Love of God, and the firm 
Belief of a better Life after this, over. 
came all his Fears. I had fainted, fays 


teot 
fenc 
Ter 
now 


he, hut that J verily believe to ſee in Hand 
Goodneſs of the Lord on hog Land of the ¶ muſ 
Living. = 

Religion has been the Support of good with 


Men! in all Ages: It is certain, whoever 
leans upon any thing elſe will find, that 
he truſts to a broken Reed, which will 
ſink under him. There is nothing (as [ 
have obſerved in the former Chapter) 
but the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, 
and the Hopes of the Favour and Lowe 
of God, that is able to bear a Man up un- 


ſterril 
what 
Bo to 
Wor 7 
Wncet 
Te 
up tc 
Bn Ci 


der the Weight and Preſſure of any great i A 
Calamity ; much leſe vill any thing cir {ſhapp) 
be ſufficient at the Hour of Death. For Hoy a 
then we ſhall be ſtript of all the Pleaſures {MWurpa! 
and Enjoyments of this World, of all Woyme 
thoſe things wherein we are now apt to {Wives 
place ſo great a Confidence; and unlels Wer, 

ve are Fartiied with the Shield of Faith, our 
and the Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs 3 un- pent, 
leſs we have put on the Lord Jeſus, and ¶ emen 

ow 4 


are clothed with the Robes of his Righ- 
' reoulnels 


„5% RE 1e tous LIT 


Iteouſneſs, we ſhall be left naked and de- | 
Ifenceleſs, to encounter Death with all its 
Terrors. The Sinner, however he may 
Inow truſt in the Multitude of his Riches, 
land frengthen himſelf in his Micfed ne,, 
muſt then let go all his Dependencies, and 
deſcend into the Regions of Darkneſs . — 
without Hope, and (what is yet more 
(terrible) with dreadful Expectations. Of 
Ewhat infinite Moment is it then to us all, 
Wo to live, that when the Time appointed 
Wor our great Change ſhall come, we may 
meet Death without Fear and Aſtoniſhment, 
And with an humble Confidence, may look 

; | to God in an aſſured Hope of his Mercy 
In Chriſt Jeſus, 


A good Life is the ſure Plies of: 4. * 


happy Death. As it fills our Minds with - 
Woy and Satisfaction, while we live, far 
ſurpaſſing all the Pleaſures of ſenſual En- 
goyments ; ſo, when we come to die, it 
gives us that Peace of God which paſſeth all 
Underſtanding. When a Man in his laſt 


our can look back upon a Life well 
bent, and with King Hezetiah can ſay, 
\emember now, O Lord, I beſeech thee, Iſaian 


„e have walked before thee in Truth, XXXVUL. 3. 


D 4 and 
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and with a perfect Heart, and have don 
that which is good in thy Sight, what aq 
unſpeakable Satisfaction mult 1t be to him! 
How mild and calm will Death then ap. 
pear, and with how little Concern will he 
receive its Summons ? With what Chear: 
fulneſs will he then take leave of thi 
World, and all that was dear to him in it; 
-and how contentedly will he quit hi 
earthly Tabernacle, when he conſiders, that 
he is to exchange it for a Building of God, 
Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in tht 
| Heavens! I ſay, what an unſpeakabl 
Comfort muſt it be to a dying Man, when 
he is entering into the Valley of the Shadry 
of Death, to have before him a bright 
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Care of him, and reward him in the next; 
f and 


Proſpect of Life and Glory; to find tle the t 

Light of God's Countenance ſhining upon Tort 

his Mind, and the Comforts of his Holy wy 

Spirit chearing and refreſhing his Soul Siri 

to be able to look up to God with a fl 4” 
| al Confidence, and with a Hope full i 00 
l Glory aud {mmortality, to reſign his Soul and 
il into his Maker's Hands; not doubting, © 
| but his. heavenly Father, whom he ha from 
ö faithfully ſerved in this World, will take Witl 
| 


4 RELIGIOUS E 


Ind that the ſame infinite Power and 
lat an oodneſs, that has carried him ſafe through 
him his Vale of Tears aud Miſery, will con- 
n ap. Duct him in his Paſſage to a bleſſed Eter- 
ey | O ! how far more happy muſt the 
ea. Death of ſuch an one be, than the moſt 
F th Mtnvy'd State of the greateſt Mortal! Who 
in ü; ould not wiſh to die the Death of the 
© hi MRiebteous, and that his laſt End may be like: 
„ tha bis? Eſpecially, | 

3:4, 08 If we conſider, in the next Place, the 
jr % niſerable Condition of a wicked Man, 


» dont 


kablei 
when ſleſcribe the Agonies and Convulſions of 
bach Mind that a deſpairing Sinner labours: 


hen he comes to die. But how ſhall I. 


rich under in his laſt Hour! Who can expreſs, 
d del che thouſandth Part of the Anguiſh and: 
upon bay that he feels, who is under the 
Holy Terrors of Death and Damnation! The Prov. 


Soul f 


a fl. in bis Infirmiiy; but a wounded Spirit 
120 i who can bear? The moſt exquiſite Pains. 
doll and Torments of the Body are nothing, 


comparable to what a dying Sinner feels 
from the Laſhes of his guilty Conſcience. 
With what Shame and Confuſion does he 
then. look back upon the Actions of his: 

D 5 palt: 


— 


ting, 
> has 
take 
next; 

and 


Hirit of a Man, ſays Solomon, will: ſuſ- XVIll. If 


paſt Life! How does he tremble, and ſtand 


overwhelms his Mind, when he conſider, 


State, from which he knows there is ng 


The Great Importance 


amazed at the Sight of thoſe Sins, which 
were once the darling Objects of his guil 
ty Deſires; and what an horrible Dread 


that he is entering upon that unchangeable 


Redemption ; that he is going to give an 
Account of a Life, which he cannot think 
upon without Horror and Amazement, and B 
for which he is juſtly afraid he ſhall in aMPerſ 
few Moments be conſigned to endleſs Mi. Nvicio 
ſery and Torments ! How does he con-Wand 
demn himſelf, when he conſiders that he che 
has ſpent that Time, wickedly and inſig- finds 
nificantly, which was given him for noble Evil 
and excellent Purpoſes ; that he has neg-· plex 
lected the great and important Work of ow 


his Salvation, and been deaf to all the Calls ¶ ditio 
and Invitations of God's holy Spirit; that ful C 


inſtead of laying up in Store a good Foun- ¶ conſ 
dation of Hope and Comfort againſt the Wand 
Day of Trouble, which is now come upon WB Ju 


him, he has heaped up to himſelf a dread- i Oce: 


ful Load of Guilt, which is ready to {ink the ] 
him with its intolerable Weight! to t 


O dl 


Fa RELIOGTOVUS LIFE, 
O wretched Man, what wouldeſt thou 
give (were it in thy Power) to recall thoſe 
precious Moments, which thou haſt la- 
iſhed away in Sin and Vanity! How 
doſt thou wiſh, that thou hadſ# known in 
time the Things that belong to thy Peace 
But alas! they are now hid from thine 
Hes, and nothing f is left but Darkneſs and 
Deſpair. 
| But let us ſuppoſe the Life of. A ag 
| in à perſon not to have been ſo flagrant and 


s Mi- vicious, as to fill his Mind with ſuch black 
con- and deſpairing Thoughts: : Yet, if upon 
at he the Review of it in his laſt Hour, he 


nſig- finds in it ſuch a Mixture of Good and 
10ble Evil, that he is in great Doubts and Per- 
neg- ¶ plexities concerning his eternal Welfare, 
k of Whow fad and diſconſolate muſt his Con- 


dition even then be; and what a dread- 

ful Concern will he labour under, when he 
conſiders that he is leaving this World, 
and going he knows not whither ; that he 
is juſt launching out into the boundiefs 
Ocean of Eternity, and knows not but 
the Moment he does ſo, he may ſink in- 
to the terrible Abyſs of endleſs Miſery: 
and Torment! It is, without all Queſti- 
D 6 | ON, 
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on, a moſt uncomfortable Thing to be 
doubtful of a Matter, of which it ſo near. 
ly concerns us to have ſome reaſonable Af. 
ſurance. 

O!] that Men would be perſuaded ſeri 
ouſly to think of theſe Things; that they 
would be wiſe and conſider their latte 
and as the Pſalmiſt adviſes, would 


A arri keep Innocency, and take heed to the Thin 


38. 


that is right, for that, and that only, pal 
bring a Man Peace at the laſt. And who 


is there ſo ſtupid, that would not wiſh for 
ſo invaluable a Bleſſing ? what wife Man 
would not rather ſubmit to the worſt that 


could befall him here in a ſhort Life, than 


run the leaſt Riſque of going out of thi 
World under the Terrors of a guilty Con- 
ſcience? It is (whatever thoſe, who are 
carried away by their Luſts and Paſſions, 
may think to the contrary,) it is the ut- 
moſt Wiſdom: of Man to prepare for hi 
latter End, by conducting himſelf accord. 
ing to the Will of his. great Creator: For 
it is certain, however ſome may fatter 
themſelves, there is no leaving this World 
with any tolerable Comfort, unleſs our 
Lives have been ſuch, as through the 1 
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of 4 RELIGIOUS LIFE, 


der Mercies of God, and the Merits of 


Chriſt Jeſus, we may reaſonably hope 
that we are in the Number of thoſe, whom, 


our great Judge ſhall at the laſt Day pro- 
nounce Bleſſed. ' But this is only the Lot 
and Portion of the Righteous : for how 


can any one, whoſe Life has been a di- 


rect Contradiction to the Will of God, 


entertain any reaſonable Hopes of his Fa- 


vour? For though he ſhould, perhaps, 


when he ſees Death approaching, lament 


and bewail the Folly of his paſt Life, and 
with ſtrong Crying and Tears reſolve upon 
a new Courſe of Life, it it ſhould pleaſe 


God to Tpare him; yet ſince the Goſpel 


has no, where aſſured us, that God will 
accept of a Death-bed Repentance, or be 


reconciled to a Sinner, who, after he has 


lived a wicked and careleſs Life, and 


been deaf to all the Calls and Invitations 


of the Holy Spirit, the Threatnings of 


the Goſpel, and the Checks of his own 
8 Conſcience, ſhall at the laſt, when he is 


able to gratify his Luſts no longer, and 
begins to fear the fad Demerit of his Sins, 
cry out for Mercy, and wiſh that he had 
been wiſe in Time; I ſay, ſince God has 


no 
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no where revealed, that he will accept of 


any Repentance which is not followed by Ncan 
a thorough Change and Amendment of {Wand 
Life, and a ſincere Obedience to his Com I 
mandments; and ſince it is impoſſible for Na D 
a dying Sinner to bring forth ſuch Fruits of ual 
Repentance, how uncomfortable muſt the {nay 
Hopes be, that are built upon ſo uncertain {com 
a Foundation That 


*Tis true, indeed, this is Wi thee a Ma nd 
who has led a wicked Life, can do, when 
he comes to die : and it would be well for 
his own Sake, and for the Sake of his t is 
forrowful Friends and Relations, that he No. 
would do thus much, and not go out of 
the World hardened and unrepenting; 
(for who knows how far infinite Mercy 
may be extended ?) But, furely, it mull 
be allowed to be the greateſt Inſtance of cliv: 
Folly and Madneſs, to venture a Mat- rob: 
ter of ſuch infinite Moment upon ſo un- 
certain an Iſſue; upon a few broken, Wl ime 
confuſed, and almoſt deſpairing Sighs e wi 
and Groans : for if the dying Agonies and 
Horrors, the folemn Vows and Refolu- 
tions of ſuch Men ſhould not prove a true t 47 
godly - Sorrow, 4 Repentance to Salvation Wore ' 
5 7 


| of a Levwerwed Ces 
pt of 


t to be repented of, (as no Man living 
d by can ſay, they certainly will) they are loft 
t of and undone to all Eternity. | 
om- ¶ But ſuppoſe we could be aſſured, that 
e for Na Death-bed Repentance would be effec- 
its of tual ; yet who can tell, whether a Man 


ſt the 


ertain 


q ay have Time for that Work, when he 


that a lingering Sickneſs would put an 
End to his Days; yet how does he know, 
What God will then vouchſafe him the 
Prace of Repentance | and without That, 


May; 
when 
II for 
f his 
at he 


ut of Weſt God ſhould be fo provoked by his 
ting; MWinany wilful Refuſals to hearken to the 
ler Malls and Admonitions of the Holy Spi- 
mult Nit, as to cut ſhort his Day of Grace, and 
ce of icliver him over to a hardened and re- 


Mat- Mprobate Mind! 

o un. The Scriptures aſſure us, ets is a 
oken, ime when Men ſhall call upon God, and: 
Sighs 
s and 
ſolu- Nand, and no Man regarded: But ye have 
true Net at nought all my Counſel, and would 
vation one of my Reproof : I alſo will laugh at 


omes to die? Or if he could be certain, 


t is impoſſible he ſhould repent. O 
pow much rather may ſuch an one fear 


de will not hearken: Becauſe I haue called, Prov. i. 
1d ye refuſed; © I have ftretched out my 2 oe 
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peur Calamity, I will mock - when Jour 
Fear cometh; when your Fear cometh az 
Deſolation, and your Deſtruction cometh a 
4 Whirlwind, when Diſtreſs and Anguiſh 
cometh upon you: Then ſhall they call upon 
me, but I will not anſwer, they fhall ſet 

me early, but they ſhall not find me : Fir 

that they hated Knowledge, and did mit 

chuſe the Fear of the Lord; they wollt 
none of my Counſel; they deſpiſed all ny 

Reproof; therefore - ſhall they eat of th 

Fruit of their own Way, and be filled will 

their own Devices. The End of the Long: 

Rom. ii. ſuffering and Forbearance of God, is t 
f lead Men to Repentance : but if, inſtead 

of that, it only hardens them in ther 

Sins, and makes them reſolve to go on 

in their wicked Courſes, vainly preſum- 
ing they ſhall repent, when they come 

to die; how juſt may it be in God © 

leave them at their laſt Hour under allWmuſ 

the Terrors and Agonies of a fearful able 

Death; 10 laugb at their Calamity, and iWitanc 

oc n their Fear cometh} ſcien 

O] conſider this, all ye that forget Cod, nor 

teſt he pluck you away, and there be none u fond 

deliver ye; conſider it in due Time, be. one 
2 fore 
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Us 


of a RELIGIOUS LIFE. 
dre ir is too late, before the dreadful 
Hour comes upon you, when all Oppor- 
unities of reconciling yourſelves to your 
dfended God ſhall be taken from you, 
Ind the Door of Hope ſhall be for ever 
hut. Lay aſide your Paſſions for a little 
while, and liſten to the Threatnings of 
;od's Holy Word, the Admonitions of 
is bleſſed Spirit, and the Checks of your 
wn Conſciences. Be perſuaded to ſet 
f the bout the great Work of your Salvation, 
Day, while it is called to Day, before 
be Night cometh, when no Man can work. 
Remember, that though you are now 
[it may be) in Health and Strength; in 
their the Prime and Vigour of your Years; 
o on {Wlurrounded with the Pleaſures of a great 
and ſplendid Fortune; yet the Time is 
coming, and (whether you think of it or 
not) will haſten on apace, when you 
Imuſt take your Leave of all that is deſir- 
able upon Earth; and nothing will then 
ſtand you in any Stead, but a good Con- 


nor any thing elſe that Men are now fo 
fond of, will then be able to give you 
one Moment's Eaſe, or afford you one 

. 15 comfort- 


ſcience; neither Honours, nor Riches, 
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comfortable Thought; nothing will U 
then regarded but the Conſciouſneſs 
having in ſome Meaſure anſwered th 
End for which God ſent you into th 
World; of having lived in the Fear an, 
Love of God, and in Simplicity, and gal. 
ly Sincerity, had your Converſation in thi 
World. - 

- It was this that made St. Paul deſire 
had fought a good Fight, and finiſhed hi 
Courſe, and kept the Faith : and therefor 
he could ſay with great Aſſurance, when 
the Time of his Departure was at hand, thi 
there was laid up for him a Crown if 
Righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righ- 

ſeous Fudge, ſhould give him at that Dq. 

And it was this that made a late pious 

Divine of our Church, when he wa 
near his Death, utter theſe remarkable 
Expreſſions. © I am entering upon my 
* laſt Labour; the Lord gave, and he 
is now taking away, bleſſed be the 
* Name of the Lord : For I thank ny 

God, I am going without any Diftruſ, 
* Mr. Kettlewell ; /ee the Preface to his fre Di 

courſes publiſhed ſince his Death. 
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of a ReLiG10Vs LIFE. 


without the leaſt Miſ-giving, to a 
Place of Reſt, and Joy, and everlaſt- 


ing Bliſs : there is no Life like a happy 


Death. I have endeavoured, even 


from my Youth, to approve myſelf a 
faithful Servant to my great Maſter: I 
have taken ſome Pains in writing ſeve- 


ral Books; I have ſeriouſly conſidered 
them, and am fully ſatisfied (/ookmng 
on thoſe about him) that you may find 
in them the Way to Heaven; the 
Chriſtian Duties contained therein have 


been my Practice, as well as Study, 
and now I find the Advantage of it; 
and therefore be- careful to read them 


often and ſeriouſly, and live ſuitably 
thereunto, that when you come to the 


Condition I am now in, you may die 


with Comfort, as you ſee me do. I. 
have ſome little Pain indeed; but my 
| Pain is nothing ſo extraordinary as my 


Hopes; for I have earneſtly repented 


| of all my Sins, and verily believe, that 


through the tender Mercies of my God, 


and the Merits of my bleſſed Saviour 


Jeſus Chriſt, I ſhall be carried up into 


Abraham's Boſom.“ After which, it 13 
ſaid, 
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70 De Great Importance 
ſaid, he made this ſhort Prayer. I wait 
0 God, for thateverlaſting Reſt, whic 
© T want at preſent, but ſhall not long: | 
am ready, when thou, my God, cal. 
* eſt for me, yet can ſtay with Patienei,,1;; 
© till thou pleaſeſt ; for thy Time is th 
* beſt Time, and "thy e the be 

« Pleaſure.” | 

See here the End of a 9550 Man; 
how calm, how ſerene and comfortablei 
his Death? Is there any thing like this i 
the Caſe of a wicked Man, when h 
comes to die? Alas! no: if you beholl 
ſuch an one in his laſt Extremity, (une 
he dies hardened and impenitent) you vil 
hear little elſe but bitter Reflections, {a 
Bewailings, wretched Upbraidings of hin: 
ſelf for the Folly and Madneſs of hi 
paſt Life; and theſe ending in '\deſpairing 
Sighs and Groans, black and dreadful t 
himſelf, and very terrible to all about 
him. May God, of his infinite Mercy, 
keep every one from ſuch a dreadii 
Hour; and teach us all ſo to number vl 
Days, as to apply our Hearts unto ini 
Wiſdom : That Wiſdom, which will mak 


us wiſe unto Salvation, and fill our Mind 
with 
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of RELIGIOUS LI FE. 


Ivan Comfort and Satisfaction, while we 


Wide, and, what is of infinitely more Va- 
ng : fc, give us, when we come to die, that 
„ al «tb of God which paſſeth- all Under- 
atien ing, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


is the 
le be 


Way . 


Man: 


ables 
this i 


A PRAYER. 


3f Moſt great and mighty God, 


of Life and Death ! Thou or- 


4) 


| . Is 
len he N e 5 : 
2 in whoſe Hands are the Iſſues 
behod OB 
* 2 


(une 


u wil 
8, fad 
f him. 
F hy 
airing 
ful t 
about 
ercy, 
2adful 
£1” Ol 
> Fri 
make 
Minds 
with 


nite Power and Wiſdom, and haſt ap- 
ointed for all Men once to die, and after 
bis ſhort Life is ended, haſt of thy infi- 
lite Goodneſs provided for thy faithful 
ervants, a State of endleſs Bliſs and Happi- 
ineſs. O make me truly ſenſible of the 
railty and Uncertainty of my Lite, and 
each me ſo to number my Days, that I 
nay apply my Heart unto true Wiſdom, 
et not Death ever ſurprize me unawares, 
pr find me in a State unprovided: But 


[reparation for my latter End, that how 
* fud- 


Cx ee 


> dereſt all things by thy in- 


grant that J may live in ſuch a conſtant | 


STE) 12 av 9 ci 


1 


. 
þ — 
4. «gt A — EIS; oY 
2 — Ss. 2 - — — — w 
1 - — — — » N — 2 1 
en er ee — —— — 2 — n a 
H — — — 5 . 
ben 2 PIT . mum 
_ 4 l * 224 abs. 
CY - — ts, an N - 
— 


* 
* \ 
- . 
9» ——— gy * * — — la 1 _ . — 8 — © 
* = 4 _— — —— _— — — SETS <p andthe — 
— 0 = Mg a oy — 0 
a7” z - 5 2 yg 8 — OK. — - wy 
* — 7 % — 7 — 
Y n — — 1222 — — 4th 6 
* „2255 . For > r oy ERIE 2 ——— n — - 
T Y — : — - 4 a — * A — 4 — 
— . — — — with — Z OG ag 3 rr nn wh nd —— — — . Ws _ ; — R — — * ” a 3 
— - "vi 2 9 8 3 ob 2 — —— — 8 af 7 . — OY — — 2 * F — OE " $ 
* 9 . - : 2 > 822 ne N — e — —ů r 8 

*. If —_ 0 ** T2 — > — * — (on 8 L — —— + 7 N * 0 f 4 2 x . ba 

n . * C4 y a . ous 4 — 2 — n p : ova 8 ——ůů 25 3 <> . eat i OY 8 — : l — 25 * r 4 
* I 8 5 9 - — — . ol *. y — 1 p me - > - AY . ng — > hn — 4 . "bes Dry 1 1 
— FIC ec 5 7 — * Ge. v ">" * _ Y 2 = ny — — = homes — 2 — — — mary . 7 

es - vio ak a hh a r =o NE 3 * a= . G - : — — 5 ...r web bo 7 of * te, bh IEA r r 2 — . * 

5 Y 2 cad . 3 —— 1 5 5 ON k —— 5 2 1 —— 2 F 5 2 4 
8 2 . > — - nh, ; 5 
— K 5 — : — 8 * 
- * ts A * . — * — 9 „ 9 K u : — SO 
* I 9 F 1 * Me, AG L E * 1 22 * nn © l — n 7 — 4 23 rern U 
n — 2 2 3 — — — 2 2 8 4 —_—_ 2 ** 1 wag CRIED >. = — 3 . A. —— 
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ſuddenly ſoever thou ſhalt be pleaſed 1 
take me out of this World, I may b 
found ready and prepared for that gre 
Account, which I muſt one Day give he 
fore the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt. En; 
ble me by the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace au 
Holy Spirit to finiſh the great Work 9 
my Salvation, before tit Night come 
when no Man can work, and to lay uy WM 
good Foundation of Hope and Comfar 
againſt the Hour of my Death; thx 
when the Time of my Departure hl 
come, I may look back upon a well-ſpen 
Life with Joy and Comfort, and ma 
meet Death without Fear and Amaze 
ment. 
Lock upon me, O moſt gracious Gol 
when the Time of my Diſſolution draws 
nigh, as a reconciled Father in Chril 
Jeſus : Speak Peace unto- my Conſcience 
and ſay unto my Soul, I am the God 0 
thy Salvation. Let not the cruel Eneny 
of Souls affrighten me with his Terror 
but give thy Holy Angels Charge ove! 
me to keep me out of his Hands, and 
ket the Comforts of thy Holy Spirit cheat 
and refreſh my Soul, in its Paſſage my 
| 8 | this 


of a RELIGILICOUS LIFE. 


his Vale of Tears and Miſery, to a wy 


yy Eternity. 
O Lord! leave me not to myſelf in 


aſed t 
may 9 
it oreal 
ive be 

Eng 
ace an 
'ork 9 
comes 
ay up 
-omfor 
3 that 
re hal 
11-ſpen 
1d maj 
A mazes 


nſo much need of Thee. Confirm my 
aith, ſupport me in my dying Agonies, 
nd forſake me not, when my Strength 


e then open to my Prayers; and ſpare 
e, O Lord moſt holy, O God moſt 
nighty, O Holy and merciful Saviour, 
hou moſt worthy Judge eternal! ſuffer 
e not at my laſt Hour, through any 
Pins of Body or Weakneſs of Mind, to 
t co my Dependence upon Thee: But 
ant, O merciful Father, that with an 


is Gol umble Reliance on thy Mercies, and the 
| dragf@fnice Merits of my dear Redeemer, and 
Chr ich an entire Submiſſion to thy bleſſed 


ſcience n 
Zod to thy Hands, and may be willing and 
Enemy deſirous to leave this World, when 


lou, my God, in thy great Wiſdom ſhall 


errors; 
e it fitting. 


de over 

* and © Lord! let me never be ſeparated 
+ cheuflem Thee: but grant that my Soul may 
brougl © united to Thee, who art the Ful- 


this neſs 


mat Time of Diſtreſs, when I ſhall ſtand - 


aileth. Let thy merciful Ears, O God, 


ill, I may chearfully reſign up my Soul 
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The Great Importance 


Ties of Faith, Love and Obedience; thy 
after a Life ſpent here in thy Service, | 
may dwell with Thee in Life everlaſting 
and be received into thoſe Manſions of Ete 
nal Bliſs and Glory, which Thou haſt pr 
pared for them that truly love ard fes 
Thee ; through the Merits and for th 
ſake of thy beloved Son, Jeſus Chriſt, oy 
Lord and only Saviour. Amen. 
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CHAP. III. 


great Advantages of Religion, 
as they reſpe& only our Well 
being in this World, and our 
going comfortably out of it. But, as 
here are Advantages attending a good 
ife, infinitely beyond all that have been 


Ps, through the Merits of Chrift Jeſus, 
an Inheritance incorruptible, and unde- 


T H E deavour 
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7 "cher I have conſidered the 


entioned; namely, that it will entitle . 


ed, and that fadeth not away ; 1 ſhall en- Poet. 
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Condeſcenſion to our weak Capacities, as 


'God, and the bleſſed Jeſus, who Ion 


there converſe with Saints and Angels, 


The Great Importance 


deavour to ſhew in the laſt Place, that 
a ſerious and conſcientious Obſervance of 
the Duties of Religion, will moſt certainly 
be rewarded with eternal Happineſs in the 
Life to come. 

And here I ſhall not preſume fo much 
as to aim at a Deſcription of that exceed 
ing Weight of Glory, which God has re. 
ſerved for them that truly love him. In 
the Scripture, indeed, the Glories of the 
other World are repreſented to us, in 


a Kingdom, and a Crown, an eternal King: 
dom, and a never-fading Crown : But the 
State of the other World is a State ſo un- 
known, to us, and ſo much above our im- 

perfect Conceptions, that we. ſhall neve 
= able fully to. comprehend. it, till we 
arrive at the actual Enjoyment of it. For 
though we know that we ſhall there : 


and gave himſelf for us, and ſhall t 
al Ricrnity enjoy Him, who is the Source 
and Fountain of all Good; that we ſhall 


and for ever be ſinging Anthems of pril 


to our great Creator and Redeemer ; JE 
ho# 


N 
| 
| 
N 
| 
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how great the Pleaſure of this will be, 
and with what Extaſies and Raptures our 
ouls ſhall then break forth, when they 
ome to taſte of that Fulneſs of Foy, which -3 
s in the Preſence of God for evermore, is 
what our finite Underftandings cannot 
poſſibly reach. This we may reſt aſſured 
pf, that the Things which God has re- 
ved for them that love him, are 
uch, as neither Eye hath ſeen, nor Ear 
beard, neither has it entered into the 
Heart of Man to conceive. And as this 
ſufficient for us at preſent, and as 
auch as we need to know concern- 
ng this Matter; all curious Enquiries 
nto the Nature of the Happineſs of the 
xt Life, will be of little Uſe to us: 
They may fill our Heads with fine 
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| N eculations, bir will gulf Mttie W dl 
"Il ect our Practice. What we are more 


oncerned to know, is, that our ſincere 


all ufhpdedience to God's Commandments will 


"4 ertainly be rewarded with eternal Life 

| Ind Happineſs. This, indeed, is a Mat- | 
4 of great Importance to us, to be well f 
5 F : ured of; that we may not be weary of 9 
. 15 ell. doing, but may run with Patience Heb. xii, þ 
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Phil. iii, be Race that is ſet before us, and preſs tt. 1 


14. 


ly Scriptures. And ſurely to ſuch it cat 


the Performance of God's Command 


wards the Mark for the Prize of the die Wa 


GET of God in Chriſt Fejus. war 
There are ſome indeed (and a melan. But 


| rn Conſideration it is that there ar nes 


any ſuch) who would have us believe, © 
that we die like the Beaſts that periſh, The 


and that when we leave this World ly a 
there is an End of us. But theſe, upon WO” 
Enquiry, I believe, will be always found Wa 
to be ſuch, who firſt live as if there laid 
was no God, and then endeavour to per- Dou 
ſuade themſelves and others, that then e. 
really is none; ſo that inſtead of regulat: n 
ing their Practice by their Faith, they do fu 
moſt prepoſterouſly ſuit their Faith iſ" 
their Manners. I ſhall not concern my: Goſp 
ſelf at preſent with theſe Men; my De. thou 
ſign being chiefly for the Sake of | thoſe laid 
who believe the Chriſtian Religion, and and 
the Revelation of God's Will in the Hod 


be no doubt, but that in thoſe. ſacre 
Writings we have eternal Life, and that 


ments is the certain Condition of obtain- 


I ndeed, 
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The Rewards of another Life are ſo ful- 
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Indeed, natural Religion will teach us, 11 
efs I0- | ; | ; 1 
te bigh not only that God is, but that be is a Re- Fl 
warder of them that diligently fetk bim. i 6 
melan. But it has pleaſed God, of his great Good- 1 1 
l | „ 11 5 10 
1 neſs, not to leave us to the Light of Na- nt 
believe, ure, to find out this weighty Truth. | | 


periſh, 
ord, 
„ Upon 
5 found 

there 
o per- 
t there 
regulat: 
they do 
aith to 
ern my. 
my De: 
8 thoſe, 
n, and 


he Ho- 


ly and clearly revealed in the Writings of 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles; and the 
Way to obtain them is there ſo plainly 
laid down, that there is no Room for any 
Doubt, or Uncertainty, about that Mat- 
ter. Whatever dark or imperfect No- 
tions the Jes, as well as Gentiles, had of 
a future State, it is certain that Life and 


[immortality is now brought to Light by. the 


Goſpel; and we may reſt aſſured, that 
though when we die, our Bodies ſhall be 
laid in the cold Chambers of the Grave, 
and there become the Food of Worms, 
and moulder into Duſt and Rottenneſs; 
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yet it will not be long &er Ibis corruptible 1 Cor. v. 
all put on Incorruption, and this mortal 53. | 
all put on Immortality. For God hath ap- Acts xvii. - 

pointed a Day, in the which he will judge 31. 

tbe World in Righteouſneſs, by that Man 

wham he bath ordained ; whereof he hath 18 
E 3 given 
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2 Cor. v. 
10. 


John v. 
28, 29. 


The Great Importance 


given Aſſurance unto all Men, in that | 


hath raiſed him from the Dead: A Dy 
wherem we muſt all appear before the uk 
ment-ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may n. 
ceive the Things done in his Body, accordiy 
to that he hath done, whether it be good 9 


bad. And then all that are in their Gra 


ſhall hear his Voice, and ſhall come forth: 
'they that have done Good unto the Reſurri: 
tion of Life ; and they that have done Evi, 
unto the Reſurreftion of Damnation. 

. Whoever then believes the Goſpel, (a 
every one muſt, that lives under the In 
fluence of it, unleſs. he is wretched 


blinded by his Luſts and Paſſions) ca 


never doubt of theſe two great Articles d 


the Chriſtian Religion, the MTs 


— 4 


e of the formar has been made evi 


dent by the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chil 


from the Dead; and the Certainty of the 


latter appears from the expreſs Revels| 
tions of God in the Holy Scriptures 


Indeed the whole Tenor of the Chit 
ſtian Religion ſufficiently proves it; ever 


Precept of which tends to purify and rt: 


fine our Natures, and to 2 and ptepat 
1s 
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us for the Society of Saints and Angels in 

another Life. The Apoſtle aſſures us, 

that Cod hath not appointed us to Mratb, 1 Thell. v. 
but to obtain Salvation by our Lord Jeſus 9. 1. 
Chriſt, who died for us, that we ſhould 

live together with him. And St. Jobn tells 

us, that God ſo loved. the World, that be John iii. 


| gave his only begotten: Son, to the End that 16. 


all that believe in him ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting Life. N 
If then we believe, that God is infi- 
nitely juſt and true, we can never doubt, 
but that, at the great Day of Retribution, 
be will render to every Man according to his Rom. ii. 


| Deeds; to "them who by patient Continu- G 7119+ 


ance in wwell-doing, ſeek for Glory and Ho- 
nur and Immortality, He who is Truth 
itſelf and cannot lie, will give eternal 
Life, but to them, who are contentious, 
and do not obey the Truth, but obey Un- 
righteouſneſs, he will pour forth Indigna- 
tion and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh, 


$1201 every Soul of Man that doth Evil, of 


the Few firſt, and alſo of the Gentile. 

Our Saviour, in his Expoſition of the 
Parable of the Tares, tells us, that at the Matt. xiii. 
End of the World, the Son of Man ſhall 40, 41,42. 
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ſend forth his Angels, and they ſhall gatber 
out of bis Kingdom all Things that offend 
and tht which do Iniquity, and ſball caf 
them into a Furnace of Fire; there ſhall |; 
wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth. And ſo 
in his Expoſition of the Parable of the 
Net in the ſame Chapter, he ſays, that a 
| Ver 49, the End of the World, the Angels ſhall cont 
£15” farth, and ſever the Wicked from aman 
the Fuſt ; and ſhall caſt them into the Fur. 

nace of Fire; | there ſhall be wailing ani 
gnaſbing of | Teeth. And ſo again we ar 

Matt. xxv. told by our Saviour, that when be Son of 
-t 5% Man ſhall come in his Glory, and all th 
, boly Angels with him, then ſball be fit upn 
the Throne of his Glory, and before hi 

' hall be gathered all Nations, and he ſhul 
ſeparate them one from another, as a Shtp- 

. herd divideth his Sheep from the Goal. 

and he ſhall ſet the Sheep on bis right Hank, 

but the Goats on the Left; then fhall he jo 

unto them on his right Hand, Come, ye bit; 
fed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prt 
pared for you from the Beginning of ih 
. -World: But to them on the left Hani 
- » Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſ. 
F ing Fire, prepared * the Devil and li 
L ; Auel! 
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Angels. And theſe ſhall go away into eber- Ver. 46. 


lafting | Puniſhment, ' bat the. MEE into 


Life eternal. 45 
This, as it is a plain but lively Peſcrip- 


tion of the awful Solemnity of that great 


and tremendous Day, whe the Son of Man Matt. xvi. 
ſpall come in the Glory of bis Father, with 27. 
bis Angels, Io judge the quick and 'the 


d; fo it is ſufficient to convince us, 


that though 'evirhout Holineſs no Man ſhall Heb. xii. 
fre the Lord; yet, that every one, who . 


believes the Goſpel, - and ſincerely obeys 


the Precepts of it, ſhall aſſuredly enter 


into the Kingdom of Heaven. This was 
the very Purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood, and 


the End for which he was contented: to be 


given up into the Hands of cruel Men, 


to be buffeted, ſpit upon, and evil-en- 
treated, and at laſt to ſuffer a cruel and 


ignominious Death upon the Croſs. He 


gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 


from all Tniquity, and become the Author of 
eternal Salvation to all them that obey him. 


Though be was rich, yet for our Sakes he 2 Cor.vit Fl [ 
"became poor, that we through bi Poverty 9: Bi bt 
might be made rich. He was wounded for II. lid, 5. 


aur 1  Tranſgreſſions,” da bruiſed for our 
33 Ini- 
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EE: FIR the Chaſtiſement of | our Pea 

a. was upon bim, and with his. ren we 
are bealed. 

The Redemption of Mankind was 

thought. a Deſign worthy the Son of God: 

Of ſo great Worth and Value in his Sight 

were the Souls of Men, that he eſteemed 


for their Sakes, He ſaw and pitied our 


we muſt be loſt for ever; and | therefore 
condeſcended ſo far, as to humble him- 

ſelf even to the Death upon the Croſs 

for us miſerable Sinners, who lay ia Dark. 

neſs, and the Shadow of Death, that he 

might make us the Children of God, and 

exalt us to everlaſting Life: So that, tho 

Epheſ. ii. we were ſometimes afar off, yet being nw 
13:19 made nigh by the Blood of Chriſt, wwe an 
no more Strangers and — but Fil 

owe citizens with the Saints, and of tht 
Hauſbold of God. And if we are careful to 
perform our Parts, we may aſſuredly {ay 
im. iv. with St. Paul, that henceforth there is laid 
p for wa Crown of Righteouſneſs, whit 
... . the Lord, the righteous Judge, fpall give 1 
| 4 that Day. For we ag the eng of 


1 
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na” 


nothing too much, or too great, to ſuffer 


Miſery, and knew: that without a Saviour 
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Him who is Truth itſelf, and cannot de- 
ceive us, that if we are faithful unto Death, 


| he will give us @ Crown of Life. 


And what a glorious Incitement is 
this to all Men, t live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly and godly in this prejent World ! What 
can we deſire more to make us fedfaſt 


and unmoveable, always abounding in the 


Work of the Lord, than to know that our 
Labour ſpall not be in vain in the Lord: 


That no good Action, which we do, ſhall 
be loſt and fall to the Ground; but that 


in a little Time all our Services will be in- 


| finitely rewarded : That every Grace and 
Virtue, which we exerciſe in this Life, and 


every Degree of them, /ball receive their 
juſt Recompence at the Reſurrettion of the 
and that, if we ſerve God faith- 
fully and ſincerely in this Life, we may 
be aſſured, that through the tender Mer- 
cies of our heavenly Father, and the Me- 
rits of our Redeemer, we ſhall be received 
into a Place of everlaſting Reft and Peace; 
where we ſhall adore and praiſe the Au- 
thor of our Salvation, and contemplate 
the glorious Perfections of his Majeſty, 
_ a * and Satisfaction infinitely ex- 
ng E 6 | ceeding 
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: The Great Importance 
n all that we can now 2 comms con- ¶ we 
ae ſee 
O bleſſed Time, 0 to * the Wards of no 
Archbiſhop Tillotſon) * when Mortality I the 
© ſhall be ſwallowed up of Life, and Death jeſt 
| and Sorrow ſhall: be no more! When MW ma 
ve ſhall be caſed: of all our Pains, and gel 
J *© reſolved of all our Doubts, and be mn 
5 purged. from all our Sins, and be freed WM tim 
from all our Fears, and be happy be- {ee 
©. yond our Hopes, and have all this Hap- Wl cen 
+. pineſs ſecured to us beyond tne Power and 
"HM Time and Change!!! and 
As the Conſideration of theſe Thing Aff 
cannot but at preſent fill our Hearts with I of | 
Joy unſpeakable, and excite us continua) ¶ viſh 
Col. i. wo. give Thanks unto the Father, "which hath I ther 
12, 13. made us meet to:be-Partakers of the Inheri- ¶ fron 
T.ance of the Saints in Light, who'hath d. B 
tivered us from the Power of Darkneſs, and Any 
tranſlated us into the Kingdom of his dear Un; 
Lon; So, when we come to have a nearer that 
and more immediate View) of the Glo- con 
ries of that Kingdom, which God hath I rev? 
Prepared for us, how will our Souls break Ml gel, 
forth into Extaſies of Love and Joy! ben 


How will it * us to ſee him, whom i Goff 
793 4 | ? we it | 


SP | 


| 4 


of a RELIGIOUVS LIFE. 87 


we have loved and faithfully ſerved; to 

ſee him, not arraigned for a Malefactor, 
nor hanging in a ſhameful Manner upon 

the Croſs; but to ſee him in all his Ma- 
jeſty and Glory, ſitting in a triumphant 
manner upon his Throne, adored by An- 
gels and Arch-Angels ;' thouſand thouſands Dan. vii, 
miniſtring unto him, and ten thouſand 0. 
times ten thouſand ſtanding before him ! to 

ſee him, J ſay, not as an angry and in- 
cenſed Judge, but as a merciful Saviour 
and Redeemer; looking upon his faithful 
and beloved Servants with the tendereſt 
Affection, and receiving them to the Arms 


of his everlaſting Mercy, with thoſe ra- - 1 


viſhing Words, Come, ye bleſſed of my Fa- 5 
ther, inberit the Kingdom prepared for von * 
Poe the. Foundation of the World! 1. © 

But tlien, on the other Hand, with what 
Anguiſh and Deſpair will the Wicked and 
Ungodly behold the dreadful Solemnities of 
that Day! How will. they tremble and be 
confounded, when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be 2 Ther: i. 
| ealgi from Heaven, with his mighty Au. 758 


gels, in flaming Fire, taking Vengeance on 


them that know not God, and obey not the 
Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! When 


88 
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2 Pet. iii. they ſhall ſee the Heavens paſſing away 
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ſave them, (as it is certain he will not fart 


with a great Noiſe, and the Elements mel. 
ing with fervent Heat; the Earth alſo, aui 
the Works. that are therein, burnt uj! 


When they ſhall behold the Jaws of Hel 
open to receive them, and the great Judge 


of the World with Terror in his Look 
ready to pronounce. that dreadful Sen 


| tence, Depart from me, ye curſed, ini 


everlaſting A prepared fer the Devil ani 
bis Angels! © 
O what Confufon and Agonies will 


thoſe Souls be in, to whom theſe dread: 


ful Words ſhall then be ſpoken ! Hoy 
wil they call upon the Mountains ani 
Rocks to fall on them, and to hide iben 
from the Face of him that fitteth on tht 
Throne, and from the Wrath of the Lamb! 
Rut les | what will that avail them, when 
the great Day of his Wrath is come] Wh 
ther ſhall they betake themſelves, when 


xx. 11. Both the Zurtb and the Heaven ſhall fly from 


- the Prefence of the Fudge'! If the Saviour 
of the World condemns them, who ſhall 
intercede in their Behalf ? If he, that ond 
died to purchaſe their Salvation, will not 


the 


mel. 
2 and 
' wp! 
f Hell 


Judge 


Looks 
| Sens 
, into 


vil and 


S will 
dread- 
Hoy 
sS ond 
then 
n th 
Lomb! 
„When 
Whi⸗ 
When 


ſy from 


aviour 
) ſhall 
t once 
ill not 
t ſave 

the 


| lament their Folly and Madneſs, when 


1% of Joy; and be doomed to thoſe Lakes 


aud ever tormented, by the Devil and his 


be extinguiſned Fire. 
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the Wjcked and Impenitent,) to whom 
ſhall they flee for Succour! it will then _—_ 
be too late to cry for Mercy, when the ; 1 
Time of Judgment is come; too late to 1 


the Time of Working is over; all Pray- 
ers and Entreaties, all Tears and Repen- = 
tance will then be in vain, He that is un. Rev. xx. 
juſt, muſt be unjuſt fill, and be that is" 1 
fliby, muſt be filthy ftill : As the Tree is 

fallen, ſo it muſt lie for ever, The Time 

of Trial, the Day of Grace is ended, and Heb. x. 
there remains no more Sacrifice for Sin; but 26, 27. 
a fiery Indignation muſt devour them. The 
dreadful Hour is come, when they muſt 

be baniſhed for ever from the Enjoyment 

of Him, in whoſe Preſence alone is Ful- 


of Fire 'and Brimſtone, where the Worm © 

dieb not, and the Fire is not quenched ; 

where they muſt. be bound in everlaſting 

Chains, and be Day and Night for ever Rev. xx. 


accurſed Spirits, thoſe cruel and unrelent- 
ing Beings, in the burning and ſcorching 
Flames of a moſt outragious and never to 


2 . 
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ee Could 1 repreſent to you, ſays Arch. 
biſhop Tillotſon in one of his excellent 


Sermons, the Horror of that diſmal 


K 


Prifon, into which wicked and impure 


Souls are to be thruſt, and the Miſery 
they muſt there endure, without the 
leaſt Spark of Comfort or Glimmering 
of Hope; how they wail and groat 
under the intolerable Wrath of God, 


the inſolent Scorn and Cruelty of De. 
vils, the ſevere Laſhes and Stings, the 


raging Anguiſh and horrible Deſpair of 
their own Minds, without Intermiſſ- 


on, without Pity, and without Hope 
of ever ſeeing an End of that Mitery, 
which yet is unſupportable for one Mo- 


ment; could I repreſent theſe Thing 
to you according to the Terror of them, 
what Effect muſt they have upon us 
and with what Patience could any Man 


bear to think of plunging himſelf int 
this Miſery; and by his own wilful 


Fault and Follies endanger his coming 
into this Place and State of Torments! 


O! who indeed can think of thek 


Things without reſolving in good earn 
to f flee from the Wrath to come, and ® 


2 . ſecure 


of a RELItG10Us Lips, 


Arch. a 
8 ſecure a happy Eternity, by a Life of 


= Virtue and Righteouſneſs! Who, that 
mpure believes the Wicked fhall be turned into 
Miſer Hell, and all the People that forget God, 
it 4 and conſiders what it is to dwell in the 
nering moſt exquiſite Miſery and Torments to 


_ all Eternity, will not immediately reſolve 
G0 babe no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful 
\f De. Verte of Darkneſs, but give up himſelf 
intirely to the Service and Obedience of 


8, th 
anal be bleſſed Jeſus, with unfeigned Reſolu- 
"mit. tions of living. /oberly, righteoufly and godly in 


Hope this preſent World ! In ſhort, who that is 
Aiſery, truly wiſe, and conſiders that Time itſelf 
e Mes ſhort, and that the Time of Man is much 
ſhorter ; that Eternity has neither End nor 
then Change, and that every Man is haſtening 
n uso an eternal and unchangeable State, and 
„Mun will in a little Time be ſummoned to ap- 
pear before the awful Tribunal of God, 


"hings 


f into 

wil there to give an Account of his Actions; 
oming and according as he has behaved himſelf 
1ents! in this Life, be then conſigned to a Place 


the ot endleſs Happineſs or Miſery ;—I-fay, 
who that reflects upon theſe great and 
important Truths, with that Seriouſneſs 
and Concern which they deſerve, would 

| ever 


earnelt 
nd © 
{ecur 
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ever let go his Integrity, and part wi 
that invaluable Prize, a good Conſcience 
for the greateſt Happineſs this World 


for a Man, that will give himſelf Time 

to conſider what it is to be under the 
eternal Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, u 
— do any Thing wilfully and deliberateh, 
which he knows will provoke his Anger! 
What wiſe Man would not rather fub. 
mit to the worſt that could befall hin 
here in a ſhort Life, than run the leaf 

— Riſque of offending Him, on whom his 
Welfare and Happineſs muſt depend 


in this Life, but through all Eternity! 
Eſpecially when he confiders what Ob- 
ligations he is under to approve himſelf i 
faithful Servant of his great Maſter, and 
to direct and govern his whole Condut 
by the Will of his Creator: When he 
reflects upon the infinite Love of God, 
manifeſted in all the Works of his Creati- 
on and Providence, but eſpecially in that 
ſtupendous Myſtery of our Redemption 
When he thinks upon the Breadth au 
Length, the Height and Depth of that " 


could promiſe him! How is it poſtib 


hereafter, as well as at preſent z not only 


Time 
er the 
Od, ty 
rately, 
\noer! 
er ſub. 
1 him 
> leaſt 
m his 
lepent 


L only | 


rnity! 
Ob. 
elf! 
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a 
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7 


done Evil, unto the Reſurrection of Dam- 
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if God, which moved him to ſend his on- 
y begotten Son into the World t be the 
Propitiation for our Sins, and to ſuffer a 
cruel and ignominious Death upon the 


Croſs, that we might not periſh, but have - 


everlaſting Life] O! how is it poſſible, 
but ſuch an one muſt be filled with ſo 
grateful a Senſe of what God has done for 
him, as to endeavour, all that in him lies, 
to requite the infinite Love of ſo merciful 
a Father, ſo kind and loving a Saviour 
Surely the Love of God muſt conſtrain 


us But if there is any one ſo ſtupid and 
inſenſible, as not to be wrought upon by 


ſuch powerful Motives, let him reflect 


upon the Terrors of the Lord, and aſk him- 


ſelf ſeriouſly this important Queſtion, 
whether: he is able to dwell with everlaſt- 
ine Burnings? Let him think upon that 
terrible Day of the Lord, which, whe- 
ther he thinks of it or not, will moſt afſu- 


93 


redly come, oben all that are in their John v. 
Graves ſhall hear bis Voice, and Pall come 28, 29. 


forth ; they that have done Good, unto the 
Reſurrection of Life, and they that bave 


nation : When the Kings of the Earth, and 


an eee Company of infernal Spirit as 
and tell me then, whether he thinks the 
ſhort and momentary Pleaſures of a wick 


ed Life, will compenſate for e Mi- 5 
ſery and Torments. 
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the great Men and the rich Men ſhall hid 
themſelves in the Deus and in the Rocks if 
the Mountains; and ſball ſay to the Moin 
tains and Rocks, fall on us, and hide 1. 
from the Face of him, that fitteth on th 
Throne, and from the Wrath of the Tomb, 
Let him revolve in his Thoughts for 1 
while the miſerable Condition of thoſ 
wretched Souls, that are now ſhut up in the 
Regions of everlaſting Darkneſs, among 


There is no one, I believe, that thinks 5 


at all, but muſt think otherwiſe: but the qu 
great Misfortune is, many Men are ſo 
agitated by their Luſts and Paſſions, that by 
they are ſeldom cool enough for ſobet 
Reflections. But would they be perſuad- 
ed frequently to meditate upon Deati 7 
and Judgment; would they repreſent u 
their Minds what a vaſt Difproportion 


there i is, betwixt Time and Eternity, and 8 
conſider that the Pleaſures of Sin, at belt, WW. - 
are but for a Seaſon, but that its Puniſh 


of a RELIGIOUS LITE. 
I bit 
Cks of 
Moun- 
ide Ui 
n the 
Lomb, 
for z 
thoſe 


could Men be brought to think of theſe 


but ſuch Thoughts would in Time have 
their proper Effect, and would ſo ef- 
ſectually convince them of the great Folly 
and Danger of Sin, as to make them in 
good Earneſt ſet about the great Work of 


in the 

ono eir Salvation. 

"i <©* The Judgment to come is a very 
7 amazing Conſideration; it is a earful 


„ Thing to hear of it, Sur! it will be much 
M. ore terrible to ſee it, eſpecially to thoſe, 
whoſe Guilt muſt needs make them fo 
hints heartily concerned in the diſmal Conſe- 
ut wel ences of it: and yet as ſure as J ſtand, 
re of and you fit here, his great and terrible 
li Day of the Lord will come, and who may 
Cher ide bis coming! What will we do when 
uad. chat Day ſhall ſurprize us careleſs and 
Dean unprepared! What unſpeakable Horror 
and Amazement will then take hold of 


ent is endleſs and intolerable; T ſay, 


Things with any Serioufneſt, doubt not 


* 


ent to 

orten us; when ting up our Eyes to Heaven, 
ane all ſer the' Son of Man coming in the 
: bel, Clouds of it, with Power and great Glo- 
_ A. B. Tillot/on's Sermon, Vol. II. p. 432. 
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© ring through the World, Ariſe ye Deal 


- Trumpet ſhall found, and wake the 


— re <e- 


all the Earneſtneſs that a Matter of fucl 
vaſt Importance does require, frequent) 


and > OO ro think upon the rremen- 


%. 
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© ry; when that powerful Voice, which 
© ſhall pierce the Ears of the Dead, ſhal 


© and come to Judgment; when the mighty 


© Sleepers of a thouſand Years, and ſum- 
mon the diſperſed Parts of the Bodies 
of all Men, that ever lived, to rally to- 
© gether and take their Places; and the 
Souls and Bodies of Men, which hare 
© been ſo long Strangers to one another * 
© ſhall meet, and be united again, to r- ir! 
q ceive the Doom due to their Deeds; jemſe 
© what Fear ſhall then ſurprize Sinners 
and how will they-tremble at the Pre- 
ſence of the great Judge, and for the 
Glory of his Majeſty ? How will their 
Conſciences fly in their Faces, and 
their own Hearts condemn them for 
their wicked and ungodly Lives, and 
even prevent that Sentence, which yet 
ſhall certainly be mow: and executed up- 
on them?? | 
Ol let me then intreat A one, with 


E 0 N * * ry * 


dous 
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ous Day of Judgment, and that great Ac- 
bunt they muſt then give; to conſider 
ith themſelves how their Accounts ſtand, 


Dead 

8 ih reſpect to another Life; and what 

. th] dreadful Condition they will be in, if 
ſum ey ſhould be called to appear at the 


udoment -ſeat of Chrift, before they have 
ade their Peace with God, and ſecured 
n Intereſt in the Merits and Interceſſion 


te perſuade. thoſe, who, in Purſuit of 
eir unlawful Pleaſures, have plunged 
temſelves in Senſuality and Wickedneſs, 


r the em, as they have any Regard for their 
their elent Peace and Happineſs, or any Va- 


ande for their precious Souls; as they 
n for ould not leave this World, under the 
„ and errors aad A gonies of a guilty Conſci- 
ch pet ee, nor appear at the laſt Day, in the 
d up- reſence of God, of Angels and of Men, 


there 


their great Judge. But eſpecially let 


ſtand ſtill a Moment, and conſider 
Pre. liter they are going. Let me beg of 


der all the Circumſtances of Horror, 
ame and Confuſion; And laſtly, as they 
ould not then be baniſhed from the Pre- 
nce of God for ever, and be caſt into 
e eee Pit of Deſtruction, to be 


— = ———————— 
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there tormented without Meaſure, a 

without End; let me, I ſay, prevail up 

on them, not to delay their Repentance 

one Moment, but immediately forſake 

Joel ii. 13. their evil Ways, and turn unto the Lin 

their God, who is gracious and merciſul 

flow to Anger, and of great Kindneſs, and 

- who has aſſured us by his Propbet, tha 

Ezek. hen the wicked Man turneth away frin 

xvii. 27. bis Wickedneſs that be bath commitied, ai 

\ - doth that which is lawful and right, | 
— ſave his Soul alive. 

As for thoſe happy Chriſtians, why 
have entered upon a good Life, and ar 
engaged in the Practice of Virtue and Re 
ligion ; who make the Glory of God, and 
the Salvation of their own and other 
Souls, their great Care and Concern, 
need only exhort them to go on in the 

_ Chriſtian Courſe with Courage and Reb 

Heb. iv. Jution : 10 hold faſt their Profeſſion ; an 
pf in. with an unwearied Diligence 70 preſs ts 
14. wards the Mark, for the Prize of the bil 
Calling of Cod in Chriſt Jeſas; ; nothing 
Phil. i. 6. doubting, but that he that hath begun 
good Work in them, will perform it un 


200 11 of Jeſus Chriſt. God is faithful 
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that. has promiſed 3 and therefore they 
» ay way reſt aſſured, that he will remember 
4 and reward iberr Work of Faith, and La- 1 Theſ. i. 
— leur of Love, and Patience of Hope in our 3 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and -that in due Seaſon'Gal. vi. 9. 
they ſhall reap, if they faint not. Yet a lit- Heb. x. 
ile while, and he that ſball come, will come; 37. 
and bis Reward is with him, to give to Rev. xxii. 
very Man according as his Work ſhall. be, *** 
To him that overcometh, he will grant to Rev. iii. 
it with him in his T, brone ; even as be alſo h. 
boercame, and is ſat down with. his Father 
in his Throne. 

O happy, happy pil for thoſe bleſſed 
ouls, who have fought the good Fight, and 
tept the Faith! All their Labours will 
Iden be at an End, and that Crown of Rev. ii. 
e, which God has promiſed to his 10. 
athful Servants, will then be beſtowed 
pon them, and they Hall be admitted to 

inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, 1 pet. i. + 
# that fadeth not away : they ſhall then 
be received into a Place of endleſs Bliſs - 
ind Joy, where there ſhall be no more Rev. xxi. 
Veath, neither Sorrew nor Crying, neither 4. 
ball there, be any more Pain, but all Tears 
ball be wiped from their Des, and they 
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The Great Importance 
ſhall for ever enjoy the moſt perfect and 


conſummate Happineſs, and ſing eternal oO 
Allelujahs of Praiſe and Thankſeiving unto 1 at 
din, 


bim that ſitteth upon the Throne, and to the 
Lamb or ever and ever. Amen. 


0000000000000000 
The e A 


\ ſo many Advantages, as, | 
hope, I have ſhewn it to be; 
AY If it will make us live happi- 
Iv, die comfortably, and at laſt entitle 
us, through the Merits of our Saviour J. 
furs Chriſt, to an eternal Inheritance in that 
Kingdom, which he has purchaſed for 
us with his moſt precious Blood; and i, 
on the other Hand, Guilt is its own Pu- Nat wi 
niſhment in this World, and everlaſting ene 
Miſery will moſt certainly be the Lot and 
Portion of the Wicked and Impenitent in 
the next; what Manner of Perſons ought 
we to be in all holy Converſation and Gul. 
lines And how Aedſaſt and immoveabl 
ſhould this make us in the Ways of 
| God's Ts, and in the Works of his 

+ Com- 


— 
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on and Abhorrence ſhould we look upon 
Sin, and with what Speed ſhould we flee 
rom that dreadful Enemy of our Souls, 
hat would rob us of our preſent, as well 


s future Happineſs? How ſhould the 


ding Cod: and how ſtedfaſtly ſhould we 
folve to bave no Fellowſhip with the 
fruitful Works of Darkneſs, but to walk 
Children of Light in the Ways of true 
ety and Holineſs ; and not to delay for 


Ir 7e- Ve Moment the Care of our immortal 5 


1 that puls? — 2 h Day is far ſpent, the Night is 
d for WF Hand, and there is no Time to be loſt. 
nd it, We have a great Work to do: a Work 
at will deſerve our utmoſt Care and Di- 
pence. If we perform it well, great 
ll be our Reward in Heaven: For faith- 


ent in is He that has promi ed. And we may 
ought adured, that if we are diligent and in- 

4 Cal. trious in that Work which God has 
veablt igned to us in this World, our 5 : 
ys ol r ſhall not be in vain in the Lord: for 
of his we * bave our Fruit unto Holineſs, our Pg | 


Fe ln 


ommandments ? With what Indignati- 


onſideration of theſe Things make us 
ale beed leſt there be in any of us an evil Heb. iii. 
Jeart of -Unbelief, in departing from the 12. 
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will be everlaſting Life. But if inſtead of be! 


working out our Salvation with Fear aul wil 
Trembling, that is, with the greateſt Care He 


and Circumſpection, we are negligent and ”” 


remiſs in the Service of our great Lord and Tr, 


Maſter Jeſus Chrift ; If, inſtead. of living | Fol 


ſeberly, righteoufly and godly. in this preſet hea 


.. World, we lead vicious and wicked Lives, unt 


and ſpend our Days in Sin and Vanity, Dea 


- * miſerable will be our Condition both her foou 


and hereafter. For although God is 1 
Being of infinite Goodneſs: and Mercy, 
and is Patient and Long-ſuffering w. 
wards Sinners, being unwilling that ay 
ſhould periſp, but that all ſhould come to Re 
pentance ; Yet we muſt remember, that 
he is alſo infinitely juſt, and will aſſured: 


ly vindicate the Honour of his Laws. A Tt 
Sin and Wickedneſs is an Abomination | neſs, 
his Sight. He is of purer Eyes than io lt or 
Bold iniquity : and. if bis Wrat#® be kinilt * ; 
yea but a little, what will become of ti "0 

Wicked and Ungodly ? Nothing but! "Fay 
fincere Repentance and Amendment 0 i _ 
Life will be ſufficient to ſecure them frol mb 


the Vengeance, which he has threaten 


bellio 
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bellious Sinners: and true Repentance | 
will moſt undoubtedly avert his Anger. 
He -has declared himſelf to be a Ged 
merciful and gracicus, forgiving Iniquity, 
Tranſpreſſion and Sin, and has promiſed 
| Forgiveneſs of Sins to all them, that with 
hearty Repentance and true Faith turn 
unto him. He hath no Pleaſure in the 
Death of the Wicked, but that the Wicked 
could turn from bis Way and live. And, 
to aſſure us of his great Love to Man- 
kind, and of his ſincere Deſire to be re- 
conciled unto us, He bath ſent bis Son, John iii. 
his only, bis beloved Son, into the World, 16. 
to the End that all that pelieve in bim, 
Hould not Peri. but Dave everlaſting 
dp 
It has pleaſed God, of kis infinite Gaod- 
neſs, to eſtabliſh a moſt gracious Cove- 
nant of Mercy with Mankind through 
the Mediation of his own Son: And the 
Condition on his Part of the Covenant, the 
Remiſſion of Sins, is always ready to be 
made good, if we fail not on our Part of 
having worthily repented, and reformed 
our Lives. Our Saviour has made a full, 
perfect and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation 
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The Great Importance 


and Satisfaction for the Sins of the whok 


World : He has ſuffered a cruel and ig. 
nominious Death upon the Croſs for our 
Sakes, and by his Death and Sufferings has 
purchaſed this Grace for us, that real Repen- 
tance and the ſincere endeavour of perfed 
Obedience ſhall be accepted inſtead of Inno- 


cence. But without this Repentance and re- 


newed endeavour of perfect Obedience, we 


| ſhall not be accepted upon any Terms, The 
Sacrifice which he offered upon the Crok, 


although of infinite Value, will be of no x 
vail tous, unleſs, in Conformity to his Death 
and Reſurrection, we die unto Sin, and ik 
again unto Newneſs of Life. Nothing buta 


good Life will entitle us to the Fayour and 


Love of God: and without his Favour ur 
are of all Creatures the moſt miſerable, Better 
had it been for us never to have been born, 
than to have made God our Enemy by lead. 
ing vicious and wicked Lives. Let it then 
above all things, be our great and con 
ſtant Endeavour to make him our Friend, 
who is the beſt of Beings, - the Sovereign 
Good and Happineſs of all his Creatures 


and the Fountain and Foundation of al 


our Comforts bag Enjoyments in this 4 
an 


Whole 
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| and of all our Hopes and Expectations 
Let us make 


in that which is to come. 
Religion the great Buſineſs of our Lives, 
and while we have Time and Opportu- 
nity, let us prepare ourſelves by a Life of 


Virtue and Righteouſneſs, for that great 


Account which we muſt one Day give. 
Let not the Pleaſures and Vanities of this 
World, which will ſhortly have an End, 
make us unmindful of the great and mo- 
mentous Concerns of Eternity. —0O Eter- 
nity ! how amazing are the Thoughts of it! 


Who, that confiders what it is to live 


for ever in a State of endleſs Happineſs 
or Miſery, would not labour and ftrive 
with all his Might to ſecure the one and 


avoid the other? Now this can only be 
done-by a good Life : for without Holineſs 
| 20 Man ſoall ſee the Lord. Heaven is pre- 


pared for thoſe only, who fear God and 
live in a ſtrict endeavour of perfect Obedi- 


neither whatſoever worketh Abomination or 


maketh a- Lie; but they which are written 


in the Lamb's Book of Life. And thoſe 

Wy are the Good and Virtuous, who 
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| ence to his Will. There ſhall in no wiſe enter Rev. xx. | 1 
into that holy Place any thing, that defileth, 27. 
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Sakes, and by his Death and Sufferings has 
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and of all our Hopes and Expectations 5 
Let us make 


in that which is to come. 
Religion the great Buſineſs of our Lives, 
and while we have Time and Opportu- 
nity, let us prepare ourſelves by a Life of 
Virtue and Righteouſneſs, for that great 


Account which we muſt one Day give. 


Let not the Pleaſures and Vanities of this 


World, which will ſhortly have an End, 
make us unmindful of the great and mo- 


mentous Concerns of Eternity.—O Eter- 
nity ! how amazing are the Thoughts of it! 
Who, that conſiders what it is to live 


for ever in a State of endleſs Happineſs 
or Miſery, would not labour and ſtrive 
with all his Might to ſecure the one and 
avoid the other? Now this can only be 
done by a good Life: for without Holineſs 


no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. Heaven is pre- 
pared for thoſe only, who fear God and 


live in a ſtrict endeavour of perfect Obedi- 
ence to his Will. There ſhall in no wiſe enter Rev. xxi. iſ 
into that holy Place any thing, that defileth, 27. ll 
neither whatſoever worketh Abomination or 
maketh a Lie; but they which are written 
in the Lamt's Book of Life. 
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have kept Rene - dp che Pollution 
of this wicked World, and have led ; 


Life of Piety and renewed Obedience 


towards God, and of Love and Charity 
towards their Neighbours: To all other, 
that bleſſed Lamb of God will declare }; 
Knows d hem not. To the Workers of Ini. 
quity, even that merciful and compaſſio- 


nate Saviour will ſay,” Depart from me.— 
Dreadful Words! Whither muſt ſuch 


wretched Squls go, when they are bid to 
depart from the Saviour of the World! 
—— Whither indeed, but to that diſmal 
Place of Horror and everlaſting Miſery 
prepared for the Devil and his: Augels ! 
May God of his infinite Mercy give all 


of us Grace to ſee and follow'the Things 


that belong to our everlaſting Peace, leſt 
oy” be hid from our Eyes, and all 


Opportunities of reconciling ourſel ves to 
© our offended God be for ever loſt and 
gone! May every one of us be perſuad- 
ed to hearken to the Advice of Solonon; 


Fear God and keep bis Commandments, for 
this is the whole Duty of Man : for Gol 
Jon? bring every Work into Judgment, and 


MM ee "FOE , whether it ' be Good or 
tobether 


— — —— — —  — — 


mm. Y qo wig xm  .coul 


2 my 


tions 
ed x 
1ence 
1arity 
hers, 
re he 
aſſio- 
14 .— 
ſuch 
1d to 
orld! 
iſmal 


liſery 


ve all 
hing 
, leſt 
d all 
es to 
t and 
ſuad- 
mon; 
s, for 
- God 
„ and 
od Of 


gelber 


whether it be Evil. —And may we always 


i a x . 
* if 
* 


wr fuck. TH 
Underſtanding, and haſt promiſed to give al 


Continuance in well-doing, ſeek for Glory 
and Honour and Immortality ! Give me, 


unſhaken Faith in all thy Promiſes ; that 


to pleaſe and obey thee in all Things. 
And 0 the End that I may obtain thoſe 


of a REetiGrous L1re. 107 


keep in Remembrance that merciful Cau- 
tion of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour; TH 
Watch therefore, for ye know neither the Matt. xx 00 
Day nor the Hour, wherein 118 Son 3. 18 
* cometh. | 


eee 


A RAT E R. 


e Ie: Moft glorious Lord God, and 
95 our moſt merciful. Father in 
CO ua Chriſt Jeſus, who haſt pre- 
ED = pared for them that love 


good Things as paſs Man's 


eternal Life to them, who by patient 


I moſt humbly beſeech thee, a firm and 
being fully perſuaded of thoſe important 
Truths, which thou haſt revealed to us 


in the Goſpel, I may make it the princi- 
pal Care and Concern of my whole. Life, 
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"The Gr reat Importance 


Things which thou doſt promiſe, make 
me to love that which thou doſt com- 


mand: and grant, that, by the Aſſiſt. 


ance of thy Holy Spirit, I may be ena- 
bled to perſevere in the Practice of a holy 
Life, even to the la Moment of my 
Days. 

Let the Hopes and 3 of that 


unſpeakable Happineſs, which thou haſt 


prepared for us hereafter, enable me to 
paſs through this Vale of Tears and Mi- 


ſery with Chearfulneſs and Submiſſion to 


thy bleſſed Will, and to bear with Pati- 
ence, whatever Troubles Thou, in thy 


great Wiſdom, ſhalt tee fi to 15 upon 


me. 

O Lord! give me Feet ed 
the Vanities and Enticements of this 
World, and free from all the Pollutions 
and Defilements of it. Fix my Thoughts, 


my Hopes, and my Defires upon Hea- 


ven and heavenly Things : that having 
always in View that Crown of Glory, 


which thou haſt laid up for us' hereafter, 
I may preſs towards the Mark for the 


Prize of the high Calling of God in Chriſt 


$ Jeſus; and being ſtrengthened by thy 


Grace, 


; oof. a R 1 11 GIOUSs LIE. 
Grace, and ſupported by thy Holy Spirit, 
1 may run with Patience the, Race which 
Thou haſt ſet before us; that when the 


great Day of Retribution ſhall come, I may 
| look up to my moſt merciful Judge with 


Joy and Comfort, and may hear thoſe raviſh- 
ing Words pronounced unto me, well done 


thou good and faithful Servant, enter thou in. 


to the Foy of thy Lord. Grant this, O merci- 
ful Father, through the alone Merits, and 


for the Sake of my Eternal Advocate and | 


Mediator, Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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A Morning-Prayer - * 


A MorningProyer for « 


FAMILY. 


ing Father! in all Humility of 
a5 Soul and Body, we preſent our- 
ſelves before the Throne of thy 
J and Glory, acknowledging that 
we are thy Creatures, and that from thy 
bountiful Hands we have received may 
and exceeding great Bleſſings. 

By Thee, at firſt, we were wonderfully 
ads + ; by thy Power. we have ever ſince 
been preſerved; and it is owing to thy 
great Mercy and Goodneſs that we have 
not been cut off in the midſt of our Sins 
but that Thou haſt been patient and long: 
ſuffering towards us, and haſt given us 
this Opportunity of coming into thy Pre- 
ſence to renew our Praiſes and Acknow- 
ledgments to thy divine Majeſty. 0 
Low: thy Compaſſion fails not, but 
is renewed every Morning: By Thee * 
have been | aaa the Night paſt, and 


{0 


4 


of Moſt. gracious God and love 


gp a Fun 7. 


| to 7 Goodnefs we aſcribe it, that we are 

Os brought i in Health and Soy. to the Be- 
ginning of this Day. 

2 Accept, we humbly pray Thee, of our 
unfeigned Thanks for all the Mercies and 
Bleffings which Thou haft been pleaſed to 

lo- beftow upon us; and pardon, we beſeech 
ity of Ml hee, for the Sake of thy Son Chriſt Je- 

- our. ſus, our great Unworthineſs of what Thou 

f thy baſt done for us. Give us ſuch a Senſe 

chat of thy infinite Love and Kindneſs, as may 

n thy engage us more and more to love and 

many obey Thee, and make us afraid of every 

ching that 253 be diſpleaſing in thy 
fully Sight. 

"Go 0 Lord, vouchſafe us ſuch a Meaſure 

o thy Ml of thy Grace and Holy Spirit, as may de- 

have fend us againſt the Snares and Temptati- 
Sins, ons of this wicked World, and enable us 
long: to overcome all our corrupt and ſinful 

Deſires. Give us a true Senſe of the in- 

eſtimable Value of our Souls, that we 

may make it the chief Care and Concern 
of our Lives, to work out our Salvation 
with the greateſt Care and Diligence, and 
| to ſecure an Intereſt in thy Favour, which 
is better than Life itſelf. | . 
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A Morning-Prayer 
_ Withdraw our Minds from the Love gf 
this World, and place them upon Heaven 
and heavenly Things. Give us Grace to 
uſe the Bleſſings, which thou art pleaſed 
to beſtow upon us, with Temperance, So- 
briety and Moderation; with an entire 
Truſt. and Dependence on thy father) 
Care and good Providence, and with 2 
perfect Submiſſion to * bleſſed Will in 
All things. 

O Lord, root out of our Hearts al 
Pride and Raxy ; all Hatred, Malice and 
IIl-will. Put away from us all Cenſor; 
ouſneſs and Uncharitableneſs ; all Lying 
and Slandering, and whatever elſe is con- 
trary to a truly Chriſtian Spirit; and en- 
due us, we moſt humbly pray Thee, with 
that Meekneſs and Humility, which i 
in thy Sight of ſo great Value, and with 
all thoſe holy and Chriſtian Diſpoſitions, 

which thou loveſt and delighteſt in. 
Innſtruct us in all the Particulars of our 
Duty which we owe to Thee, our Neigh- 
*bour, and ourſelves. Guide us by thy 
right Hand, and condu& us by thy good 
Spirit through all the Buſineſs and Afairs 
* this Life. Teach us to act with Faith- 
; fulneß 


3 n * 
r C20 r pn 8 
r 


fer a FAMIL v. 
ulneſs and Honeſty in every thing that 


leaven Ne take in Hand; and give us ſuch a 
ace U read of thy Diſpleaface, and ſuch a 
leaſed Wenſe of thy continual Preſence with us, 
e, So. way ſecure us, by thy Grace, againſt all 


he Temptations of the World, the Fleſh 


entire | 
therly Ind the D 3 
| Be with Ow O Lord, this Day, where: This is to 


yer we go, and in whatſoever we do, 5 2 oy 
0X7 d dun- 


Preſerve us from the Dangers of evil day Mer 


ts al Mompany, from the Deceitfulneſs of our ing, and 
e ang {Win Hearts; and defend us more eſpe- . 4. 
f lows nay 


ally from thoſe Sins, that are moſt apt 3. uſed in. 
o betray and inſnare us. Let thy Bleſs 4 


con. Wing accompany all our honeſt Labours, ſony 
d en. Did vouchſafe us ſuch a Meaſure of 

with lealth and other temporal Bleſſings, as 

h is Whbou ſeeſt beft and moſt fitting for us. We 

with Neſire, O Lord, to leave ourſelves and 


our Concerns in thy Hands; humbly L 
teleeching Thee to take us, and all that N 
long to us, under the Protection of thy 

ood Providence, and fo to bleſs, direct 


thy nd guide us in this Life, that we may 
000 . laſt obtain that greateſt of all Bleſſings, 
fai he Eternal Salvation of our immortal 


pouls, n the Merits and for the 
Sake 


— — 


114 | A Mhorning- Prayer 
Sake of thy dear Son, and our alone g 


viour, Jeſus Chrit: for whom out I ir 
do adore and praiſe thy Glorious Nau 
and in whoſe moſt holy Words we fu 
up our own, and the Wants of all Ma 385 
kind, ſaying, Our Father, &c. 1 
This is to Diſpoſe our Hearts, O Lord, we hun * 
* * bly beſeech thee, to a ſerious Attendan by i 
Morning upon thee in all holy Duties. Make y be : 
= goo 7 duly mindful of all thy ſacred Inſtitution 5 
orego- bett. 
ing Para- and grant that we may never fo far fr 3H 
groph. get the Intereſt of our Souls, as to n 0 
r 
glect the religious Obſervance of th =" 


_ Chriſtian Sabbath. And as thou hal 
brought us to the Beginning of this ſac 
Day, ſo be Thou graciouſly pleaſed 1 
take us into, thy Protection, and to all 
us in a right Diſcharge of the Duties 0 
it. Withdraw our Minds from the Ca 
and Buſineſs, and Pleaſures of this Lit 
5 which will ſhortly have an End; th 
we may more freely attend upon the gre 
Concerns of that far better Life, whid 
is to laſt for evermore. Give us aufe 
Thoughts of thy great Majeſty, and 
lively Senſe of our own Wants, thi 


our r Prayers and Praiſes, and all our Ser 
| ; vices 
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vices, may be offered up in ſuch a ſerious 
and devout Manner, as may render them 
acceptable in thy Sight. Make us atten- 


tive to thy Holy Word, and to all the 
good Inſtructions that ſhall this Day be 
given us, and grant that we may not reſt 
in any outward Performances; but by a 


right Uſe of thy holy Ordinances; may 


grow in Grace, and become every Day 


better Chriſtians, and ſo improve in all vir- 


tuous and godly Living, that when this 
ſhort Life ſhall have an End, we may dwell 


with thee in Life everlaſting, through the 


Merits of thy Son, and our alone Saviour, 
Jeſus Chriſt, for whom our Souls do. bleſs 
and praiſe thee, and in whoſe moſt holy 
Words we ſum up our own, and the 
Wants of all Mankind, Mn, Our Fe- 


tber, &c. 
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Creator, 
vernor of the World! Thou 


. 


& M O S T' merciful ane gta. 
cious Lord God, 


the great 


Preſerver and Go- 


= 1 in Mercy and Goodneſs to 
all that call upon thee faithfully, and 


haſt promiſed, 


that when two or three 


are gathered together in thy Name, 


thou wilt be in the midſt of them. 


Look down, we humbly beſeech thee 
upon us thy unworthy Creatures, who 


are here aſſembled before thee, acknoy- 
ledging, that thou art a God greatly 
be feared for thy Power and Juſtice; 


greatly to be beloved for thy infinite Per. 


fections and Goodneſs, and 


be praiſed for thy Bounty a 


greatly t0 
Loving: 


kindneſs. But as for ourſelves, we con- 
feſs, O Lord, that we are vile and finful 
Creatures; that we have in many thing 


acted contrary to thy moſt holy Will, and 


4 


have 


W | 
a 


gta⸗ 
great 
| Go- 
Thou 
els to 
„and 
three 
Name, 
them, 
thee, 
who 
now. 
tly t0 


ſtice; 


e Per- 
tly to 
ing: 
con. 
ſinful 
hings 
I, and 

have 


for a FAMILY. 

have neither loved thee, feared thee, nor 
obeyed thee, as we ought to have done. 
O Lord! If thou ſnould'ſt deal with us as 
we have deſerved, we could expect no- 


| thing from thee, but the Severities of thy 
juſt Wrath and Diſpleaſure. 


But, O gracious Father, who delight- 
eſt not in the Death of a Sinner, look 


upon us, we beſeech thee, in thy Son 
Chriſt Jefus, and for the Sake of his me- 


ritorious - Death and Sufferings, pardon 
our many and great Tranſgreſſions of thy 
holy Laws; and grant that we may amend 
whatever we have done amiſs, and for the 
Time to come may 'be more careful to 
pleaſe thee, and more ſincerely devoted to 
thy Service and Obedience. 

Convince us thoroughly, O Lord, of the 
great Folly and Danger of Sin, and make us 


[fo afraid of offending Thee, that we may 
| abſtain from all Appearance of Evil, and 


do nothing but what is pleaſing in thy 
Sight. Let the Intereſt - of our immortal 
Souls be our chief Care and Concern ; and 
grant, that we may live as becomes the 


$ Goſpel of Chriſt, denying all Ungodli- 
neſs and worldly Luſts, and living righ- 
. C 
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e ſoberly and goth, - in this pre. 
ſent World. 

But for as kit as without thee we ar 
not able to-pleaſe thee, grant us the Aſfſiſ. 


ance of thy Grace and holy Spirit, that! 


we may paſs through all the Temptations 
of this World with Peace, and Innccence, 
and Safety; and enable us tos bear yy, 
with Courage and Reſolution, againſt al 
the Aſſaults of our great Adverſary the 
Devil, who is daily lying in wait to de- 


ſtroy us. 


Suffer us not; O anten God, to be 


led away by the vain and fooliſh Cuſtom 


of this World, nor ſeduced from our 


Duty by the Company and Example df 


the Wicked and Ungodly ; but grant, 
that we may make thy Lays the Rule 
of all our Actions, and faithfully di 
charge our Duty, in the ſeveral Places ard 
Stations, wherein thy Providence is plea- 
ed to place us. 

Make us duly nagut that thou art 
preſent every where, and privy to out 
moſt ſecret Thoughts; that we may ne- 
ver dare to do any Thing but what thou 
+ as and of which we may not feat 


to 


= s 


0 Pre. 


7e are 
Aſſiſt. 


„ that] 


ation 
cence, 
r up, 
ſt all 
y the 
0 de 


to be 


ſtom 8 


| our 
le of 
rant, 
Rule 
7 dif 
s and 


pleaſ 


u art 
) Out 
y ne- 
thou 


t feat 
to 


for a FAM IL v. 
o give an Account at the great and 
terrible Day of the Lord Jeſus. O fit and 
prepare us for that ſolemn Time, by a 


virtuous and holy Life, that when we 


ſhall appear before the great Judge of all 
the World, we may be found in the Num- 
ber of thoſe happy Souls, whom He ſhall 

then pronounce Bleſſed! 

Extend thy: Mercy, O God, to all 
Mankind: Have Pity upon all eue, 
Turks, Inſidels, Heretics and Schifſmatics, 
and bring them to the Light and Knorr 
ledge and Practice of thy Laws. ot 

- Bleſs thy Holy Catholic Church, and 
eſpecially that Part of it which chou haſt 


planted in theſe Kingdoms; remove out 


of it all Errors and Corruptions, all Divi- 


ſons and Diſſentions: and grant that the 
Lives of Chriſtians may be holy and exem- 
plary, and ſuch as become the Goſpel of 


our bleſſed Saviour. | 
Reform all things that are amiſs in theſe 
Kingdoms; root out from among us all 


Irreligion and Prophaneneſs, all Unchari- 
Pardon our 
great and crying Sins: avert the Evils that 
we have deſerved; continue the Light of 


tableneſs and Animoſities: 


2 1 1 
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An Evening- Prayer 
thy glorious Goſpel among us, and give 
us all Grace to turn from the Evil of our 
Ways, unto thee, the Lord our God 
that thou may'ſt delight over us, to 00 
us Good; to build us up. and not to 
deſtroy us. 

Bleſs our Sovereign Lord the King, 
and all that are in Authority under him, 
both in Church and State : Make them 
all, in their ſeveral Places and Stations, 
uſeful and ſerviceable to thy Glory, and 

the Good and Welfare of this Church and 
Nation, 

And O thou, who art the Father of 
Mercies, and God of all Conſolation, look 
down. with Pity and Compaſſion upon all 
thy afflicted Servants every where. Give 
them Courage and Patience, Comfort 
and Support in thee, and, in thy good 
Lime, a joyful Deliverance out of all 
their Troubles. | 

Send down thy Bleſſings Spiritual and 
Temporal upon all our Friends and Rela- 
tions. Do Good unto thoſe that have at 
any Time done or wiſhed us Evil; and 
vouchſafe -unto every one of us, and to 


all Chriſtians, whatever thou knoweſt to 
5 be 


for @ FAMILY. 
be beſt for our temporal and wi Wel- 2 


| Our fare. | | 
; And now, 0 Lord, we deſire with 
d Humility of Soul and Body, to. adore 


thy incomprehenſible Majeſty, and to praiſe | 
ty great and glorious Name for all thy 
Manifold Mercies and Favours vouch- 
afed to us and all Mankind; but above all, 
br thy aſtoniſhing Love in reconciling the 
World unto thyſelf, by the Death and 
and {Wufferings of thy dear Son. 
and We bleſs thee for our Creation and Pre- 
ervation; for our Health, Strength, Peace 
r of Wid Safety; for the Comforts and Conve- 
ook Niencies of this Life, and the Hopes and 
Expectations of a far better, through thy 
ender Mercies in Chriſt Jeſus. 


fort W © Lord, imprint on our Hearts ſuch 2 
ood {ſeep Senſe of thy Mercies, that we may 
all Mew forth thy Praiſes, not only with our 


ips, but in our Lives, by giving up our- 
elves to thy Service, and by walking be- 
ore thee in Holineſs and Rightrouſnci all 
lhe Days of our Lives. 
We confeſs; O Lord, that we are un- 
{ to Worthy of the leaſt of all thy Favours; 
to ut in Confidence of thy infinite Mer- 
be op 4 . cy 
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think fit to take us out of this World, 
give us everlaſting Reſt and Peace in thy 


R 
— — 


ETD 
lt k — ge A den eng. 
— — — 
1 bps Fold * PO. 
* e 


"ths Eucnii „g- ger: for 4 Fami). 
cy and Goodneſs; we do in great Humili 


commend ourſelves, our Souls and Bodies W 
and all that belong to us, to thy farherl 4988 
Care and good Providence; humbly be. 4 
ſeeching Thee, who art our only Safety and £ 
Defence, to take us this Night under thy 
Almighty Protection, and to give thy . 
ly Angels Charge over us, n no Exil 
comes near to hurt us. 

Refreſh our Bodies with NE Reſt and 
Sleep, and our Souls with the Comforts 
of thy holy Spirit; and when thou fhal 


henſil 
thee t 
ted Pi 
Favor 
PF” 
of Ri 
Praiſe 


eternal Kingdom, through the Merits, and 
for the Sake of our bleſſed Saviour and Re- 
deemer Jeſus Chrift, who hath taught us 
when we 2 4 7 to for wo vt 1 &. 


ſovere 
whom 


if hoſe 
ite pr 
: Ble 


hat i 
GI df Bei 
A Mi 
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Fyil M OS reat, | molt Bunde 
8 uand moſt glorious Lord God! 
and look down from the Habita- 
for tion of thy Holineſs upon me 
ſhalt thy unworthy Creature, who am come in- 
orld, Mo thy Preſence, to adore thy incompre- 
thy benfible Majeſty, and” ro preſent before 


„and thee the Morning-Sacfifice of my unfeign- 
1 Re- Ned Praiſes, for thy many and ur n 
Favours beſtowed upon me. 8 


O Lord, I acknowledge, ats to thee 
of Right belongs eternal Honoyr, Glory, 
Praiſe and Adoration * for thou art the 
ſovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth, by 
whom all Things were made, and by 


ire preſerved and kept in Being. 

Bleſſed be thy "unſpeakable Goodneſs, 
hat has advanced me to ſuch a Degree 
of Being, that Jam in ſome Meaſure ca- 


7 'G pable 


hoſe infinite Power and Goodneſs they 


A Morning- Prayer 
pable to know thee, love thee, ſerve thee, MW He 
and obey thee. | em 

| Blefſed be thy Name; 0 Lord, chat! anc 
was born of Chriſtian Parents, and early my 
dedicated to thee by Baptiſm ; and that Mi 
by thy Grace and Goodneſs I have been wh 
- preſerved to this Moment, and have n fro: 
any Meaſure eſcaped the R of tau Int 
wicked World. the 

I wleſs thee likewiſe, O Lord, for a 1 
thy temporal Mercies, and 1n- particular Pri 
for the Refreſhments of the Night paſt; 
for protecting me from all evil Accidents 
and for railing me up in Health and Safe 
ty, tc raiſe thy Goodneſs. 
Parton, O moſt gracious God, all the 
unworthy” Returns, I have made for thy 
exceeding Kindneſs and Mercy, and vouch 
. Cafe me ſuch a Senſe of thy infinite Love 
as may inſpire me with more vigorou 
and hearty Endeavours to ſerye thee fot 


the Time to come. 4 
O Lord, I acknowledge that. 1 am 


weak and frail Creature, and that witho L 
thy Help I am not able. to bear up agail Diff 

the Trials and Temptations of this World mal 
a But ſince thou haſt N to give 1 


Hol 


thee, 


that! 
early 
| that 
been 
ve in 


of this 


or all 
ticular 


pat; 


1dents 


d Safes 


all the 
or thil 


vouch 


I am; 


witho 


agail | 
Worll 
ive th 


IId 


> Love 
1goroll 


hee fot 


for a Perſon in private. 
Holy Spirit to them that aſk it, I am 
emboldened to implore his divine Aſſiſt- 
ance to ſtrengthen my Weakneſs, to help 


my Infirmities, and ſo to fortify my 
Mind, that I may not be tempted above 


what I am able to bear, nor ſeduced 


from my Duty to Thee, by the deceitful 
Inticements of the World, yn © or 
the Devil. 

Root out of my I O God, all 


Pride and Vain-Glory; all Bitterneſs and 


Uncharitableneſs; all Envy, Hatred, and 


Malice; and ſuffer me not to be led away 


by any of the fooliſh Cuſtoms and falſe 
Maxims of this World: And, Q merci- 


ful Father, be thou pleaſed, of thy great 
| Goodneſs, ito endue me with that Wiſ⸗ 


dom which is from above, which is firſt 
pure, and then peaceable; with that 
Meekneſs and Humility, which is in thy 


Sight of ſo great Price; and with that 


truly Chriſtian Temper and Diſpoſition, - 
which thou. loveſt and delighteſt in. 


Lord, ſanctify unto me all thy fatherly 


Diſpenſations, and let every Thing Thou bk 
malt think fit to fend me, prove a Bleſ- 
I and Ae to "_ Soul. Give 


MON. 25 „ 


4 Morning- Prayer 


me Grate: to be entirely ſubmiſſive and 
contented under all the Afflictions, Trials 
and Diſappointments, which thy Wiſdom 
ſhall judge proper in order to bring me to 
Thy-ſelf; and grant that by every Adver- 
ſity that ſhall befall me, I may be weaned 
from this World, and more Erlen United 
unto the. 
Make me always mindful of my own 
Frailty, of the Shortneſs and Uncertainty 
of this Life, and of the Eternity of the 
next. Give me Grace ſo to live, as I ſhall 
wiſh I had done when I come to die: let 
not Sickneſs or Death ever ſurprize me 
1} unawares, or find me in a State unpro- 
1 vided; but grant that I may finiſh the 
1 great Work, which thou haſt given me 
| to do, before the Night cometh, when 
| no Man can work. O let me live in ſuch 
a conſtant Preparation for my latter End, 
that how fuddenly ſoever thou ſhalt be 
pleaſed to take me out of this World, | 
may be found ready and prepared for my 
great Account, through the Merits « 
my blefſed Saviour and Jeſu 
Chriſt, - 
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Grace and Favour; that our Lives may 


alone Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, 
in whoſe-moſt holy Words I ſum up my 
own and the Wants of all Mankind, ſaying, 


fir a Perſon i in private, 


Be. with me, O Lord, this Day in all This is to 
Places, and upon all Occaſions. Direct Ge omitted 
on a Sun- 

and guide me, ſanctify and preſerve me. day Morn- 
Keep me both outwardly in my Body, ing, and 


and inwardly in my Soul. Eet thy Bleſ- hae i- fol- 


fing accompany all my honeſt Deſigns z- abt ir | 


and Undertakings, and grant that 1 may e 
take nothing in hand, but what is agree- bee; 
able to thy bleſſed Will. Give unto me, 

and all that belong to me, ſuch a Mea- 
ſure of Health, and other temporal Bleſ- 

ſings, as thou ſeeſt beſt and moſt fitting 

for us; but above all things, give us thy 


be holy, our Deaths comfortable, and our 
eternal State happy and glorious with thee, 
through the Merits. of thy Son and our 


Our Father. &c. 

Accept, I beſeech thee, O moſt 
dus God, my hearty Defires, in an eſpe- 22 . 
tial Manner, to glorify thee on this Day, 3 


hich thou haſt peculiarly ſanctified for ow 4h 
in] IO and Service. get 4 50 


graci- Upon Sun- 
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in making him capable of knowing, and 
loving, and enjoying Thee his Creator. 


that he died for our Sakes, that he is riſen 
again from the Dead, that he aſcendel 


A Morning- Prayer 
I E blefs thy holy Name, O Lord, who C 


by thy Almighty Power madeſt the Hea. MW fo 


vens and the Earth, and all that therein MW W 


is, and preſerveſt and governeſt all that i So 
thou haſt made. 


I oith thee, O: Lord; who madet Mor Bi ta 


after thine own Image, enduing him with ma 
Underſtanding, and Reaſon, and Liberty, 


Above all, I bleſs and magnify thy 
holy Name, O Lord, heavenly Father, 
that thou haſt given thine only Son, Je. 
ſus Chriſt, | for the Redemption of Man: 
kind; that he took our Nature upon him, 


into Heaven, and that he there ſitteth at 
thy right Hand, to make Interceſſion far 
us; that he hath made known to us the 
Way to eternal Life, giving us his Word 
for our Direction, and his holy Spirit fo 
our Guide and Aſſiſtance. {| 

- Bleſſed be thy Holy Name, that thou 
haſt appointed this Day, not only for 4 
Reſt from our ordinary Labours and Em 


e ia ut _— for a perpetul 
Comme, 


e is ii 


who MW Commemoration of theſe thy Favours, and 
Tex WM for giving us ſpecial Opportunities for thy 
erein W Worſhip and Service, and the Care of our 


P 
My Soul deſires to bleſs thee, tha thou 
Man haſt made me a Partaker of all theſe inclli- 
with W mable Favours. 

erty; O Lord, prepare my Heart for an: 
and ing upon thee in thy Houſe, and afford 
br. me thy gracious Aſſiſtance, i in all the Pa 3. 
y thy of thy Service. 

ather, Let thy Word make deep and laſting 
„ Je Impreſſions upon me. Help me diligent- 
Man- ly to improve all Opportunities that ſhall 
him, be afforded me this Day, whether publick 
s riſen ¶ or private, to the Glory of thy great Name, 
ended I and the Benefit and Comfort of my Soul, 
teth at un Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. 
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e Things: thou dwelleſt in that 


miſerably prone to offend thee. I find: 
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An Evening- Prayer 
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An Evening- Prayer for a Per 


ſon in private. 


08 J great and mighty God 
Thou art the Sovereign Lord 


of Heaven and Earth, the Cre- 
ator, the Preſerver, and Go- 


Light, which no mortal Eye can ap- 
proach ; and yet diſdaineſt not to behold 
the Children of Men... Look down, I be- 
ſeech thee, upon me thy unworthy Cres. 
ture, who am come into thy Preſence, 
adoring thy Majeſty, and acknowledging 
that my Dependence is wholly upon thee, 
who art the Author of my Being, and 
the Foundation of all my Hopes, both 
here and hereafter. 

O Lord, I confeſs that I am a weak and 
frail Creature; my Nature is corrupt, and 


Law in my Members warring againſt the 
Law in my Mind; which, I confeſs wit 


Sorrow, has too often prevailed again 
J E Ne. 


$ 8 - 
4% 1 


# 


| vation. 


for @ Perſon in private. 


me, The Pleafures and Profits of the 


World are too apt to engage my Affecti- 


| ons, and to make me cold and remiſs 'in 


the great and important Work of my Sal- 
1 have been guilty of manifold 
Negle&s, and Omiſſions of my Duty to- 
wards thee, and have not ſerved thee with: 
that Purity of Intention, with that Since- 
rity of Heart, with that Fervency of Spi- 


| Tit, with that Zeal for thy Glory, with” 


that Care, and Diligence, and e 


that J ought to have done. 
O Lord, if thou ſhouldeſt be extreme 


to mark what is done amiſs; if thou: 


ſhouldeſt call me to a ſtrict Account for 
my Life paſt, what could I ſay unto thee! 
Or how ſhould I be able to ſtand in thy 
Sight ! If thou ſhouldeſt deal with me as: 


| 1 have deſerved, I could expect nothing 
from thee but the Severities of thy Wrath 
and Diſpleaſure: But, O gracious Fa- 
ther, thou haſt revealed thyſelf to the 
Sons of Men, to be a God merciful 


and gracious, forgiving Iniquity, Tranſ- 
greſſion and Sin: remember then, I be- 


leech thee, thy tender Mercies, which have 
nn of old, and for the Sake and 


G 5 Merits: 
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An Evening-Prayer 
Merits of my bleſſed Saviour, forgive, 1 
' humbly pray thee, all the Sins and Va- 
nities, the Follies and Indiſcretions of my 
Life paſt. O reſerve not my Sins to be 
puniſhed-in the Day of thy fierce Wrath 
and Diſpleaſure, bur blot them out of thy 
Remembrance, that they may never riſe 
up to my Confuſion here, nor to my Con- 
. mate hereafter.” 
Reform whatever thou ſeeſt- amiſs in 
he Temper and Diſpoſition of my Mind, 
or in any of the Actions of my Life; and 
enable me, by the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace 
and Holy Spirit, to love thee more, and 
ſerve thee better, and to do thy Will with 
greater Care and Diligence, than I have 
ever yet done. 
O O Lord! keep up in my Mind a lively 
Senſe of my Duty towards thee, and of 
that great Account, which I muſt one Day 
give. Suffer me not, I beſeech thee, to 
fall into a careleſs and unthinking State, 
nor to be unmindful of that one thing 
needful, the Salvation of my immortal 
Soul. Make me ſo ſenſible of tho 
dreadful Threatnings, which thou ha 
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for a Perſon in pri vate. 
elſe I leave undone, I may make it my 
chief Care and Concern, to ſecure an In- 

| tereſt in thy Favour: And, O merciful. 
Father, be thou pleaſed, of thy great 

| Goodneſs, ſo to aſſiſt my weak and fee-- 
ble Endeavours, that I may not be un- 
ſucceſsful in a Matter of ſuch vaſt Con- 
cern. 

Root out of my Heart, 0 God; 1 
the powerful Efficacy of thy Grace; alk 
ſinful and corrupt Affections. Wean me: 

from the Vanities and Pleaſures of this 
World, and give me a full Conviction: 
of the Uncertainty, and. Inſufficiency. of 
all Things here below. O! let me ne- 
ver ſeek for Reſt and Happineſs in the 
Enjoyments of this. Life; but grant tha 
may daily aſpire after that eternal and 
unchangeable State of Happineſs, which 
thou haſt reſerved: for us hereafter; and 
to which, I beſeech thee, of thy infinite: 
Love and Mercy, to bring me, and alli 
thy faithful Servants, through the Merits, 

u for Aha: Inge: of 1 den * Feſus: 

Exton hy FR 0 God: to alli 
| Mankind : In a more particular. Manner, 
OG » Bray 


1 Evening-Prayer 


1 pray i to be gracious to theſe ſinful 
Nations to which I. belong; to pardon 
our great and crying Sins; to avert the 
Judgments which we have moſt juſtly de. 
ſerved, and to put away from us the Spi- 
rit of Profaneneſs and Infidelity, of Ma- 
lice and Uncharitableneſs; that thou 
mayeſt delight to dwell amongſt us, 
and mayeſt be our God, and we 1 
Wop. 2. 2 

Bleſs and en 0 our r. Sovereign Lord 
Ving G EO RG E, and grant that all, 
who are in Authority under him, may 
faithfully endeavour to promote thy Glo- 
ry, and the Good and Welfare of this ar 
Church and Nation. Ale £1 fo 
Look with Pity and Doris ion, upon all th 
he afflicted Servants : be a Father to the de 
Fatherleſs; heal the Sick; ſupply the Wants of 
of the Poor and Needy; and grant that P. 
whatſoever i is wanting of outward Com- D 
forts to any one, may be abundantly made 
ub. by . inward Gonſolaons of tin m 
Bless all my Friends — en ch 
pecially ; reward all that have done 


me woc. and r all unt have * 


e 
* 13 


65 
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Souls and Bodies. 


and glorious, Name, for all the Mani- 


Day paſt. 


£ 


fat a Perſon i in Private. 


or wiſh'd me Evil; and vouchſafe to 
every one of us, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, whatever in thy great Wiſdom 
thou knoweſt to be needful both for our 


* ; 


And now, O moſt mercifal.; F 3 


out of an humble Senſe of thy great 


Goodneſs, I adore and praiſe thy great 


Cf 


feſtations of thy Love and Kindneſs 


vouchſafed unto me. I bleſs thee for my 


Being, for my Reaſon, and all the En- 
dowments and Faculties of my Soul and 
Body; for my Health, Friends, Food 
and Rayment, and all the other Com- 
forts and Conveniencies I enjoy; for 
thy continual Care and watchful Provi- 
dence over me, through the whole Courſe 
of my Life; and particularly, for the 
Preſervation and F of. me os 


—— 


Give me Grace, 3 D h thee, | | 
make a right” ld on, of all iy | 


_ Bleſlings ; and be thou graciouſly pleaſed 


to take me, and all that belong to me, 


this Night under the Care and Protection 
of * F e Providence. Give thy ho- 
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An Evening- Prayer &c. 
— ly Angels Charge over us, and grant yy 
- ſuch Refreſhments of Soul and Body a 
may enable us chearfully to go through the 
Duties of that Station wherein thou haſt 
placed us: and when thou ſhalt be pleaſed 
to call us out of this World, O let us be 
found in the Number of thy faithful Ser. 
vants, through the Merits of our Bleſſed 
Saviour and Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt ; for 
whom my Soul doth bleſs and praiſe thee, 
and in whoſe moſt holy Words I ſum 55 
all our Wants, ſaying. | 
- Our Father, &c. 
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A Prayer, which may be added 
10 the daily Evening-Prayer, 
on the Lord's Day. ky 


IV 25 Again return my moſt humble 
SH - PR and hearty Thanks to thee, 
> L129 O Lord my God, for the ſpe- 
DEE RS cial Bleſſings of this thy holy 


Dera That I have been admitted to the 5 


great Privilege of joining with thy faith- 
ful People, in their Aſſemblies for pub- 
lick Worſhip; to offer up my Praiſes and 
Prayers to thy divine Majeſty, in the 


Name of our Bleſſed Redeemer; to hear 


thy holy Word read and preached, by the 
- Miniſters of thy Goſpel z and that T have 
bad farther Opportunities for employing 
myſelf more privately in thy Worſhip and 
the Care of my immortal Soul. 85 
I earneſtly beſeech thee, O Lord, to 
pardon all the Wanderings and Diforders 
of my Mind, and whatſoever elſe thou 
haſt ſeen amiſs in me, in my Attendance 
upon thee: and graciouſly to accept my 


1 


#7) 


x33 


An Evening-Prayer, &c. 

fincere, though weak, Fngeavours to ſerve 
. 
Cauſe thy Word, which I have heard 
or read, to abide in my Heart, and to 
bring forth the Fruits of 2 wages and re- 
ligious Life. 


Help me, by e uſe if all the Means 
of Grace and Salvation, to grow in Grace, 


And in the Knowledge of my Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, fitting me more and 
more for the ſeeing and enjoying thee my 


God, and my bleſſed Redeemer, in the 
Life to come: and grant that, when I 


Mall ceaſe to praiſe and ſerve thee with 
thy Saints on Earth, I may continue to be 
ſo employed with the ben + ants in 


| Wen: 


I heartily TIE 1 FRM Bleſſings for 
all my Fellow-Chriſtians, recommending 
them and myſelſ to thee, my. heavenly Fa- 
ther, in the Words, and through the In- 
terceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt * 074000 our only 


Mediator and Advocate. 


* c e Kc. 


re- 


ans. 


ce, 
ind 


4M orning: Prater 5 a young 


Ferſen. 


Lord, my heavenly F 18 

eh I humbly adore thee, as the 
Maker and Governor of the 

4 World, the Author of my Be- 


ing, the Preſerver of my Life, and the 


Giver of every good Thing. 
I heartily thank thee for the confi 

able Reſt which I have enjoyed the Night 

paſt, that thou haſt preſerved me in Rater] 


| and raiſed me up in Health. 


I bleſs thee for all thy Goodneſs to me, 
ever ſince J came into the World, and 
eſpecially for the Advantages thou haſt 
given me, by the Inſtruction — Improve- 


ment of my Mind in the Knowledge of 
thee, the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
my Lord. 


Grant, O Good God! that the Senſe of ; 
thy Favours may ſo deeply affect my 


Heart, that I may ſhew forth my Thank - 
fulneſs, in the al Ce of my Life. 


I am 


A Morning-Prayer 

I am thine, O Lord, by Creation, by 
Redemption, by my Baptiſm and Chri- 
ſtian Profeſſion, by all the Obligations 
which thou haſt laid upon me. I defire 
to be thine alſo, by a willing Dedication 
of myſelf to thee every Day of my Life, 
and by a conſtant and faithful Endeavdur 
to approve myſelf to thee. | 
I beſeech thee, in thy great Mercy, 
through the Mediation of my bleſſed Re- 
deemer, to pardon all my paſt Offences, 
and to enable me, by thy Grace, to diſcern 
and to amend whatſoever is amiſs in me. 
Help me ever to remember the Chriſtian . 
Principles which I have learned, and the 
pious'Inſtruftions which have been given 
me, and never to depart from the good H 
| Ways in which I have been taught to walk. W 
Incline my Heart to all thir is good; W nm 
grant that I may be modeſt and humble ſer 
in my Carriage and Behaviour; chaſte and to 
pure in all my Thoughts, Words, and T 
Actions ; true and juſt in all my Dealings; W m 
at 
be 


reſpedtful and obedient to my Superiors ; 
innocent and inoffenſive in my whole 
Converſation; faithful and diligent in the 
| 1 of all the Duties of that State 


and 
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ber of this Family: Upon all my Rela- 


EFT a young Prrfon. | 


i Condition of Life wherein thou haſt 


placed me; and teach me to fear thee, 


| and love thee my God, above all Things; 3 


and to do to all others, as I would wy 
ſhould do unto me. 

Make me perfectly contented with my 
Condition, and thankful to thee, who 
haſt given me all things neceſſary for 


Life and Godlineſs. Let thy good Pro- 

vidence always take care of me, and let 

me never place my Truſt and Confidence 
in any thing but in thee. 


Take me, I beſeech thee, into thy 


Protection this Day; keep me, if it be 


thy good Will, in Health and Safety. 
Preſerve me from the Vanity of my own 
Heart, and from the Temptations of the 


World, the Fleſh, and the Devil. Help 
me (through a Senſe of thy conſtant Pre- 


ſence with me, and of the Account I am 
to give unto thee) ſo to govern all my 


Thoughts, Words, and Actions, that! 
may reflect upon them with n | 


at the Cloſe of this Day. 
Let thy Bleſſing be upon every Mem- 


tions 
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A Mornng- Prayer, &c. 


tions and Friends; upon all, whom ! 
ought and whom I deſire to pray for. 

1 humbly commit both myſelf, and 
them to thee, O my God, in the Name 


of Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, and in the 


Words which he himſelf has taught me, 
Our Father, &c. | 


A+ 


ND 


An Evening-P rayer for "et 


Beg JO 


RE OST gracious God, my bes- 


8 venly Father, as I. began, ſo 


1 begging thy Favour. 


Honour and Worſhip, / Praiſe 400 | 


Thankſgiving, are due to thee, from eve- 
ry underſtanding and. reaſonable Creature, 
J heartily bleſs thee, that I am of that 


Number whom thou haſt made to ſerve and 
| love thee, and. that thou haſt moreover 
revealed thyſelf to me, by thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt my Redeemer, and encouraged me 2 


| to call upon thee-in his Name. 


I humbly thank thee for thy daily C 2 
of me, and particularly for that good Pro- 


vidence which hath been over me the 


Day paſt; that thou haſt preſerved me - 7 
from the many Evils to which I am juſtly 
[hs and haſt beſtowed uppen me ſo 


many 


I deſire always to end the Day, 
with Bleſſing thy Holy e 


144 | © An Evening-Prayer 
many good Things which I have not de. ritu 
_  Xfſcrved; eſpecially, for whatſcever thy MW Cir 
we ' haſt enabled me to do, which is accepta- or! 
1 ble in thy Sight, and which I can refled rit 
{| upon with Satisfaction. Mi: 
_ . I humbly bewail, O Lord, the gren WY the 
_ Weakneſs and Corruption of my Natur, 1 1 
—_— and the many Etrors and Tranſgreſſiom and 

| 855 of my Life. I humbly beg thy Mercy in ma 


_ che Pardon of all my Sins, through the 
_ 8 Mediation of my blefſed Redeemer ; par me 
n ticularly of whatfoever thou haſt ſeen ami WW = 
in me this Day, either in oy Thoughts In 
| "Ws or Actions. ver 
Grant, O Lord, that the Senſe of my MW dai 

| Vnworthineſs may always keep me hum- ke. 
ble, and work in me an unfeigned Repen- MW bo 
tance for all my Sins; ; and, let the Re- BY an 
== membrance of them ever excite me to ple 
1 2 greater Care and Watchfulneſs for the 1 


. 3 Time to come. Strengthen in me ever) ſh; 
. * good Purpoſe and Reſolution. What! I. 
£4 ; — know not, do thou teach me; and where- fo 


in I have done 1 wy _ to do ſo no 
—_— more. 5 8 [EY | 
dee we en O Lord, at any Tine fi if 
_—  - toimyſelf; nor in the Hands of my bj 8. 
„„ 8 5 rity; 


for a young Perſon. 1 
de. ritual Enemies. Preſerve me from <a 
hou W Circumſtances, that would prove a Snare 
a · ¶ or Temptation to me. Let thy good Spi- 
et rit continually enlighten and ſanctify my 

Mind, dirscting and aſſiſting me ae, 
ret the whole Courſe of my Life. _ 
ure, Fill me with a Senſe of my. e 
Ons 5 entire Dependence upon thee, that 1 
in may always commit myſelf to thy Care, 
the and be ever fatisfied with thy Diſpoſal of 
ar- me. % 
nils Teach me ſo to number my Days, that 
hts, I may: apply my Heart to true and Hea- 


venly Wiſdom. Help me to live in a 
my daily Preparation for my great Change, : 
keeping my Conſcience void. of Offence, ': 
both towards Thee, and towards Men; 3 


— 
* 


and grant that I may be always ſo em- 
ployed, as I ſhall wiſh-I had been, 8 


the 


ery ſhalt think fit to call me out of this World. 


e- 
No 


for a better.. 

Take me, I Fe thee, into thy gra- 
cious Protection this. Night. Preſerve me, 
if it be thy good Will, in Healch and 
Sy” and grant me "Lge. Reſt which 


me 


I come to die; that, whenſoever thou 0. 


I may readily and thankfully N * 


o 


e 
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may refreſh my Body, and diſpoſe me to l 
ſerve thee chearfully, both in 83 and 
Mind, the enſuing Day. 


I heartily defire the Good of at Man- 


kind, and pray unto thee for the Purity, 
the Peace, and the Enlargement of thy 

holy Church; for the Direction and Af 
ſiſtance of all its Governors and ' Paſtors, 
particularly thoſe under whoſe. Guidance 


Tam placed; for the Welfare of my 


Country; for a Bleſſing upon the King, 
and all in Authority under him; for the 
Relief and Comfort of all that are in Af- 
fliction; for all my Friends and Rela- 
tions ; beſeeching thee-to hear and to ac- 
cept me; and all that call upon thee, in 
12 Name of Jeſus Chriſt, our only Lordi 
and Saviour, who haſt ID Yor thus to 
Pray: Our Father, &c. 1 | 
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